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'^<tNTRODUCTICF 



This 



^repoi5t consists of^a collection of documents related to the ' 
^jProposed 'Stand^s and'Gui'd'fetin^s for 'the Depository Libfary^ System' which 
^ere approved bx tfe-^l^pository Librury CeuneitH^oH^he-RiblicJPrinter in 
Cte-^oberO.^75. ;T]^ese were-i>ublish^d as a Special 'Supplement to Public 
Doeutnerrts " Highli ght s . Number I3, Deceftiber 19?5i — (^att-a<5hed as Appendix A) 
.'^'heJp^ncLpai; document In 'this Golle&tipn an analysis of the -Proposal 

fifa compilation of reactions to 'it whicli^was prei)ared, by Rfebekah j 
f^leston for the Federal Documents Task,. Force, Government Documents 
* Rpund Table (GODORT) .r (attached as Appendix B) ^ ' v . . ' 1. ' 



Also included in t^is aoilection are the following documents: 



.V' % .(1) Ijetter, dated March 22, 1976-^ from the Director, Library 
^afijpL Statutory Distribution Service,"' Government Printing Office to the 

Coordinator, Federal Documents Task Forces , (attached as AppfencLix-C) 
•-Tlid atnalysas and compila^_i^n_bf^^^e^^ions above (i »e .'.Appendix 

B)'^was prepared in response to tM^r^quS^--,^ ' 




Analysis of 



, , , - . - - - - - — .^s^ajid Guidelines for Depository 

Libraries > [prepared by LeRoy C. ^Schwarzkopf , ^dat^d March 22, 19?jS~. ^ Utr 
tach$d as Abj)endix D) This analysis was submitted in response to the 
inyitation -^f Editor, Public Documents Hi^Till^^hts in issue^ rfumb6r-13, 
Etedejnbar 1973- 'It is also; a Jbasic ref e2?en<;e -^to the. compilation of 
•xeabtioj?S^4ntioned-^Bove. - ' , > ^ 

• ; \ (3) Response to the^ Request fOr Comments - on the Proposed ' 
Stanaaf ds ' and Guidelines (attached as Appendix E) This document is a * 
?tatib|S report on the response, to the invitation for cOimrientg puT^lished 
In PifeUc Documents Highlights . Number' 3,3, December 1973. it was pre- 
sente'd by the"^ Editor at the sjpring meeting of the Depository Library 
, Council to the Public Printer in ColumlDus, Ohio, April 22-23,' 1976. 



. ^^The .Depository^ Library S^&tem for U:S. tsbVernment Docuihents ha4 its 
origins^ th-e'^arly 19tX;'cfentury . JThe current" statutory authol'ity 'ifo^b 
the^program is Chapte^^ip, Titl^' llnited States Code. The 'purpose of 
- the^^depo^tpryc libra^x sygtem is to make U,S. government 'documents_^freelyv, 
a^/ailable to citizens throughout the^couniry^ "A^niinimum.^* two '"Qepository 




Lng the statutory authority, were published .by the 
.Superintendent of Documents in Instructions to Depository Libraries , 
-fevjsed July 197^. . ^Tr ^ 

I ^ \ - 

The Depository Li^brary Council to* the Public Printer ''was j established;-' 
in February 1973 -^^s purpose is to advise the. Public |rintel: and tj>e 
Superintendent of Documents on.:the_needs of .depository Mbraries,^ the 
ca?taloging and indexing of fedefa,! documents, and^the ami lability, of U.S. 
government ^ documents through the depository library syst&m and the-GPO ' 
sales publications 'program.' The work of the Council has t^een carried on* 
by committees formed from its 15 members, jhe. committees have had various 
charges and titles since the est^blighm^fent of tl?e* Council .\ One of the|e 
\was the Committee on Standards .wHose pyimary activity ^ha^. been' preparation 
of the proposed standards and guidelines. These were intended to be based 
on, and expand the^ statutory authority and implementing regulations. They 
were desi^.ed primarily to assist representatives of t\e Superinte^clent , 
of Documents in inspection^ of^ depositor/ .libraries. , ' 

^ Draft t)roposals were 'pr^epajjed during JL^7^ and 'were di^ci4sed at the\ 
meetings of the Council in Washington; B\0, October 29-3^, 197^ arid'^n ;\ 

^Storrs, Connecticut, April ll^'-^l^, 1975. "Affinal proposal- was presented 
at ohe fall pjeeting in Wa%hingt6n/ D.C . , October 23-2^,/iI975 when -the 

^ Council accepted- the following Recommendations of the Standards "Committee/. 

Cl) Tp publish the Proposed Standards and Guidelines .in Public 
Documents Hig^hlig:hts ; " * f ^ ' * , ' ' " 

(2> ^To extend th"^ use oT.the Propgr^^^^-Starfdards and duicCelih^ 
m the Depository Library, Inspeption P-^'ogram ^i)rovisiona:aiy for another 
year;^an(^; . . , , , . ^ 

.^end c6pies'td ot4ier- professional' groups inviting comment 
These groups included the A^LA. Government Documents Roufid Table, ALA Ad Hoc 

Committee 6n th§ , Depository Library System, American Associatim-oi^^a^r 

Libraries, -an'd the Special- Libga3?i"ss^Ass bcia,tioh 1 . ' 

. The Federal Documents- Task-' Force, Gpverhment'^cuSfeirts^^ound Tatle 
has followed' the development of the P?:cfposed' Standards' "and Guidelines^ 
throughout thig'period.^ An 'earlier edition of the draft proposal wa's 
•published in the newsletter '-of- the Qovernment Documents Round Table 
, Documents to the People (DttP)(vol% 3, no. 3^- January 1975*,'' fTp; 23-28) 
On April 2,. 1975. the Ta^k Force had "asked for comments on that part of 
the Proposal dealing .with reqaiifements to maintain a bas4.c reference 
colleotion- and to «^ect a miMmum 'number , of ' ite;ns to retain,' depository 
status, (see Dt^. V0I-.3. no. 5, May 1975, PP- 25-^7); -I^W^esiflt's of 



f > 



*ithis inquiry were reported at the ALA Annual. Conference iin July/1975, ' 
and were published, in Documents to the People (^ol. 3, no. 7, September 
— 1975, pp. 19-20). ~' . / ' ■ / ^ 

* " * / I 

, ^ Anticipating a request for conunent&rirbm the Superintendent of ' 
Documents, the Task Forcer's Work Group .on Depository* Liliraries "had on r 
February 9, I976 sent a, request for comments" to 50 plus' documents librarians 
who had express'ed in interest in the activities of the tfork Group. A 
request for cojnients from GODORT membets was also j published in DttP (vol. 
^, no. 2, March W!^r~V-' 55) At the meeting of t^e Work-GBoup on Deposi- 
tory Libraries, during the ALA Midwinter Conference in .'January i97S;~ 
' Rebekah Harleston, Documents Consultant, Universiiy'ofn^eiTtuelqr^ 
, had volunteered to compile .the coments from GODORT iitembers which were 
received in response to these two requests. Sh^ Was also asked to inde- 
pendently analyze the Proposed Standards' and Guidelines, section by section, 
and to pj^pare a. report ^jhich 'could be submitted to the Superintendent of 
Docuiggnts response -Ao the re^quest sent by the Dirfector, Library and 
..'Statutory Distribution Service, dated March 22, 1976. (attached as A-p- 
■Jendix'.C) 'This report (attached as Appendix B) "vks submitted to the 
— Task_i;are« on" Federal Documents during the ALA Arinual Conference in July 
19'p6.and was ^subsequently forwarded to the Direcior- , Library and Statutory 
Distribution^ Ser^/ice for consideration by the Cojincil, 

• n '"^^■'^i^S °f ^l^e" Depository Library Cclmcil to the Public Printer 

m Columbus, --Qhio,.^^^lJ2-23, 1976 'the Editor,; Public Documents Highlights 
.submitted a progress ^ep9^rt5ri"-the response to i|is invitation' for comments 
published m the December 1975 issue. This report is attached as Appendix 
7 -i;^^" ^^"^^ more. significant comments was submitted by LeRoy C. Schwarz- 
kopf , ~Gov^?isient Documents Librarian, ■ University of Marvland. Thes^' 
^ comments are also relerred to the Federal Documents Task Force report 
and are therefore attached, as Appendix D. . 




^h' Publi c Do5 uien^rrItgh3±ghts-. ^^umber I3, December I975 (p.l) with 

cipeciai~Supplemen^fe , Proposed Standards and. Guidelines / 
_B_-_Reaet-ifms-to Proposed Guide line5..,/or thfe BfepoVtory Library System 

compilea""by'llebekah Harleston, Jidy I976' 
-Oj;J;eU5p^teeh-22, 1976r-froiCDirector, GPO Library and Statutory 
zr: Distribution Service to CoordihStorT-Pederal Documents Task - 

Force, Government Documents Round Table 
D - Analysis of Proposed Standards and Guidelines for Depository 
y Libraries, -by LeRoy C. -Schwarzkopf, March 22, I976 
E_- Response to the ,IJequest for Comments on the Proposed Standards and 
Guidelines, byi the Editor, Public Documents Highlights, April 22 
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Standards 
and Guidelines 



• A special supplement to this issue 
of Highlights contains the eagerly 
awaited "Proposed Standards and 
Gt/ifJ£|^(ies/'. There are three parts, 
(rj^ Proposed Minimum Standards 
for the Depository Library System; 
(2) Proposed GmdelinQs forthe\De 
pository Library Syst^n; and 'lf3) 
Propo^q.d Changes to the Minimiinn 
Standaids and Guidelines for the/ 
Defipsitory Library System Whici/ 



Require Legislative and Administra- 
tive Actjon; ;r 

These "Proposed Standards and 
Guidelines" have grown out of the 
research and discussions of the li- 
brarians who make up the Deposi- 
tory Library Council to the^Public 
Printer. Your comments and sug. 
gestions on the "Proposals'* areTa- 
vitec^ by 'the Council. You can he^^ 
to shape the final version. Send, 
communications to: Editor, Public 
Documents Highlights, Library and 
Statutory Distribution Service, Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washing-, 
ton, D,a 204<^1. 



Easy^OrdeMng From GPO 

For the quickest response or turn* 
around time in a mail order to GPO: 

(1) Use the Superintendent of Doc-, 
uments order form available free 
from:' ' ' * 

Superintendent of Documents 

'U.^. Government Printing 

pffige , 

Wa0ingtpn7^,C. 20402 

MncJude^a-s6lf-addressed mailing 

V; labet - 
^ ^ ' ^ ^ 

(2) OpefTf Deposit Account, mini- 
ffTUini $50; send tq^same address. 
The older systerri of purchasing 
cbupbr.s x)f various denomina- 
tions from GPO is in the process 

, of being phased out, so -avoid 
Writing for these. 

(3) Use the single fmrn technique — 
that is, request only one item per 
order form and provide a mailing 
label for each order. 

(4) Include Superintendent of Doc- 
uments catalog number and stock 
number if available for eacfPtitlQ 
ordered. Try/t0^^et correct 'title if 
possible. 

Utilize the Philadelphia and Pueblo 
Distribution Centers by:^ 

(1) Getting on the mailing list for 
the^monthly periodical. Selected 
U.S. Government Publications, 
same address as above. 

(2) U^e this as an "announcement/ 
selection tool. Order publications 
from the Selected List, on the 
•prder form provided jn each is^ 
sue.lVlail the order to^he address 



1 



v. 'Ji Lul.j'C.":; ill UiJ^;^ 

. ... K.ii/(Decernber 19.75) . . 



PROPOSED 

ISITORY LIBRARY- SYSTEM > 
MINiMOM STANDARDS FOR-.THE 



The dbjective of the depository library*' 
system is to-make U.S. ^jov^rnment pub- 
Jications readily accessible for use by the 
general public and to insure their con- 
tinued availability in the future. 



The 

Depository 
Library . 
Program 



The 

Depository 
Library 



r MINIMUM STANDARDS , ' . 

L The SMpejijntcndent of Do^ments will 
"be responsible for distribution of dqcu- 
ments to deposito^ry libraries in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Title 44 of the 
United States C^ode. * 

2. The Superintendent of Documents' will 
provide a comprD|iensrve system of cata- 
logs, bibliographies and iijdexps to U.S. 
Governnjent publfc^Jions. . ; ^ 

3. There should be ^t l(3ast one selective 
depository accessible tp.the public in each^ 
Congressional .district. The designated « 
library shall have the interest, resources 
and ability to provide cusiody of the dotu- 
ments 'and public servid^. The library 
must contain at least 10,000' books other 
than government publicatiorKS. 

4'. Eadidepositor> shall select and^'main- 
tain a collection respprisive to the, needs* 
of the users in Uie" geographic area it 
serves and promote their use by.tJie gen- 
eral public. , 
5. The collection in a d^positpr^r library 
shall bQ fc>rgani2ed«to irisuriC quick and 
easy access by library users. 'The library 
will promptly open shipments and claim 
publications selected but not received. . 



Inteflibrary 
Cooperation 



6. The' collection shall be maintained in^ 
as good pitysical cohditiorV^as the other 
collections in the library. / ~- 

7. Each depository librar;^ ' will assign 
sufficient staff.to select, organize and pro- 
vide referejice service to the cOltection, 

> 8. ' Each d^tDOsitory will provide sufficient 
space of a qual*y which conforms to ALA 
standards for the type ofjibrary. 
9. The depository. w;ill be open to the 
public for free use ^pf depository pybli- 

' cations."; > *, - . 

, 10. Each depositor^!; library will cooper-^ 
ate with the instructidns -rssijed by the 
Superintendent of Documents, responds 
promptly to the Biennial Survey and^to 
other communications from the Public 
Documents Office. 

il. All depository libraries shall be con- 
sidered part of a national system' to make 
Government documents available. 
, f^. .All selective depositories shoulcf be 
^ •serveditjy a regional depository: The re- 
'gion^al^epositoryJibraries will retain at 
l^a^foriecopy of all Government publica- 
^ tion^ either in printed or microfa csimile 
. forrp (e^^j:cept those authorized to W dis- 
ca^ded by the Superii\tendent of Docu- 
merjts) *^d within the regidn served 
will Drqvide jnterlibrary loan, reference 
^service, and assistance for depository 
libraries in the 'disposal 6f unwanted 
' Governrhent publications. 



Subnftitt^d by 

ihe* Cpmmittee on Standartl# ♦ 
' Depository Library Qpuncil - 
To the PuWic Printer 
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^^ROPOSED'T-^JlDELiMES FOR THE 
DEPOSJTORY LIBRARY SYSTdl/i 



1- , 
1-1 



1- 2 
2. 

2- 1 



Objectives of tHo DapositoVy Library .Syst^em* 
The purpose of depository libraries, to niake^ 
U'.S, Governmenj ptjbli cat ions jecisi.ly*accessibre 
to'-users ^nd to insure their continued avail- 
ability in the future. , 

Superint^cient of Documents, U.S. Govern-.* 
ment printing Office. < 
Obtain new ^federal publicdtipns and forward 
free of,^ expense to depository libraries as ex- 
peditiously as possible. ^ 



'Provide aJI number^ of^ series in^tie List 6f^ 
''Classes of United States Government Publica-* 
tior^s Available for Selection by Depository 
Libr'aries, incJudmg those nuipbers not printed? 
at the Government' Printing Office. (See als^o 
proposed changes Lb^) • 
Actively gather and dT^triijtfteiQ papero^^ic re- 
format all unf'estricted Federal publications'or 
refeirence value not printed at the Government 
Printing Office. - 
- /*[<5vide samples and/on annot^tions>for new 
" *5^iUes offered to depositories, and return card$ 
for setectipn purposes, ^ 

'Subdivide item numbers as necessary to insuie 
that libraries neecf receive only wanted docu-. 
menfs. , • ' 

Supply ^hipping liMs cpnlaining item rttimb^s; 
^titles of documents, Jclassifrcation ^umbers 
and order mformatron with each day's shijp- 
ment of depository selterCtipns. 
Supply forms for claiming. c^- 
Offer. choice of forpiat, pafJer, m'idVoform or 
other forniat: hoyvever, the j(PO with consulta- 
tion with the depository,' should have the-^' 
option of providing only one format when the 
-N nature of the rnateriahv/arrants it. 
2-10 Provide a comprehensive system of catalogs, 
bibliographies arjcl indexes to federal publica-' 
tions, (See Proposed cjiaqges 2 b, 11/7/74) 
2-Il Provide a standard cliissification system for 
Federal documents and related* aids such as 
h'sts of subiect headirigs. 
2--12 Pro>/idc assist^rice to libraries on problems of 
^ using the Sudocs system of classification. , 
2-13 Maintain a fibrary to become the National De- 

^ pository Library/ ' 0 
2-14 Issue instructidns for the selection, claimirig, 
retention, withdravyal and other activitiesvre'^ 
lated to depository librr.nes. 



2-^ 



2-t5 



2-6 



2-7 



2-8 
2-9 



§ Reserved for nev/ material 

* Deleted. See proposed changes 1 1/7/74 
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?-15 Pfbvkle additional funds for the evaluation of 
' depository Jibraries ttvough questtonnaires, 
^surveys, and inspections at interx^als con- 
^ * ^ider^d necessary by the Superintendent of 
Documents, to.in;5ure con^plianceWth thq do:,^ 
^pository law. ' * y 
2-16 AfteV advanc^e notice to the^ibfary concerns 
'investigate- unsatisfactory conditions ^A^e- 
^ ' * ^^''^politqry libraries by personal visits, (Scc^ 
"p^^^^posedcfianges Kc, \%/7/7A) 
'2^17 Provide written notice to a library about tj^^'"^ 
c , satisfactory conditions, and if not corrected 
within SIX nfibnths, ^elete the hbrary from the 
list of deposilbries., 
2-18 Announce new policies and cTTanges on a regu-; 
^ ' lar basis to all depositoryssT 
2-19 Cooperate with publication projects which con- 
tribute to use of Federal Documents. 

2- 20Xonsult with an Advisory Couacil on matters 
V related to depository libranes, Including the 

< " ■ . development of standards. l . 

.2^21 CbJIect, compile, ^TT^yze and report statistics-^ 1 
* ' dn a regular basis. " 
[ 2-22 • . / • ^ 

'3, ' .Deslgna'tionof new depository libraries ' 

3- 1 There mayj.be upjto two depositories in each 

Congressional district, designated by .repre- 
sentatives, two at large designated by Spnators^ 
and othe^r depository librartes.specifjcclly firo- 
'vided for in the depository law^ 

3-2^ The library shgll be open for free use of the 
general public, except as' prqvided in U,S, Code, 
Title 44. \^ 

3'-3' The library. shall, have the interest, resources 
and ability toprovidacustody of the dpcuntents 
and ^yblic serviQe!. '~ - * 

3-4 Minimum si^^t^TTbratyr^^ 

possess at lea^t 10,000 booksotheiHfiaa,go^ 
ernment publicatMDns. (See Proposed changed 
3,b 11/7/74) 

3-5 . . — / ^ 

3-6 Hours of service. Documents collections should 
be open the same hours as other major parts of/ 
the library, when the library is open for full[j 
range of services, 

3-7 When there is a vacancy in a Congressional! 
district, the fact should be made known to the 
state library authority, the state professional' 
associations and the depositories .^ithin the 
region, 

3-8 , EHgible libraries shall apply to the state fibrary 
authority for evaluation an^J recommendation. 
The library must be prepared to offer statistics 
. on the size and character of its cdllection, 

§ Reserved forncw material . | 
* Deleted ^ / ' 
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^population serv.ed, blidget, and if du academic 
library, the si/e of the student tDOdy.^and need 
for research materials. 
3-9 The cvalualion must relate to^^communfty in- 
teiests and i^ndicate staff^ space and budget to 
be allocated to the collection and the number, 
scope and char^c^r of the items to be^ciccted. ^ 
The State library autfiority shaH consult with 
je jibrv-jrian^ other depositories in thejCon- 
gressionaret5?£tci;;U^ the regional depository, 
if any, rcpresentativx?"'lTt^m<i^ 
riation v^^ill rr.ake ^ recommenc 

Diation to other depositories, the 




4-2 



4'-3 



4-4 



4-5 



4-6 



Collections 

Each depository library should maintain a basic ^ 
reference Collection available for inimediate 
use consisting of all titles in Appendix A 
(attached). ' ^ ' , / 

Each library will dcqu're and maintaiilihe basic 
catalogs, guides and indexes, retrospective and 
curreVit, considered essential. to the reference 
use of the collcctiori. This should include se- 
lected non-goverprnental reference tools. (Ap-^ 
pendix B. to be compiled). 

J- 

Each depository v^ill select frequently usecf and 
potentially useful materials appropriate to the 
objectives of thejibrary. 
Each depository will select materials respon- 
sive to the needs pf the users in the Con- 
gressional district it'*"s©B^iggj^(See Proposed^ 
changes 4.6, 11 /7/-74) " 
Selecttcn*'of aMeast 25% of the available^tems 
on the Classified List is suggeste'd as the mini- 
mum number necessary to underlake the role 
,of depository library. (See Proposed changes 
4,a, 11/7/74) 

Coordinate selections with other depositories 
in the district. • 



4-^7 
5. 

'5-1 



Organization of collection. 
The library will check all daily shipping lists 
to insure that iten;is selected are received, and 
♦ ^ if not. promptly clafmed. 
5-2 Each publication in' the shipment should iDe 
marked with the word "depository*', and the 
date of the Shipping List according to the 
■ Instructions to Depository Libraries, Revised 
"July 1974. 

5-3 The library will record irs accessions. 

5^ / The minimum record for a depository library 

§ Reserved for new matVjrial 
* Deleted 
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- . 'should be a shelf list wh(ch shows the Ifbrary's 
holdings and the call- numbers or locations 
, where tliey may be found. \^ 
,5^5 I A Standard-* classification system should be 
, adopted for precise identification and 'lodation 
^ ( of materials requested by library users- 
5-6^ The classification adopted shall be optional 
I with library; however, it is reconnmended that 
.libraries which integrate, their documents-. 
Should maintain a shelf list by Sudocs number 
; showing disposition of the publication. 
Any docwment should be available for public 
use within lOdays afterVeceipt. 
Maintain statistics of the collection, needed for 
the Biennial Survey* ... ' • 



Maintenance of the collection. • 
Collections -'Should be ^m'aintained in good 
physical cofidition as other library n;)aterials. 



Lost materials, should be replaced ifpossible.' • 
Upneeded publications should be made avail- 
able to other libraries. 
6-6 All publications should be retained for a period 
of at least fiye years before requesling per- 
mission from fee regional library for disposal. 



5.^ 
5r8 




6- 7 
7. 

7- 1 



Staffing . ' , • 

One person shall be designated by the library 
to, coordinate activities and to act a^ liaison 
with the Superintendent of Documents^ in all 
matters relating to depository, libraries. 
7-2 . This person shall be responslblefor /\ 

a) ^ selection, receipt and claiming of depo'si- 

-tory distributions 

b) replies to correspondence and ^qrveys 
from the Public Docuijients Department 

c) interpret the depositor^; program to.Jthe 
Administrator of the library , " 

*d) perfjdrmance and/or supervis^ion of stated 
aspects of service,.or in an rntegratcd col- 
lection, a knowledge' of to whom nesponsl-' 
' bilities.are delegated. 

(1) organization *for use 

(2) maintain records of the coHectioR . 

(3) physical maintenance of the collection 

(4) establish withdrawal procedures 

(5) nr^intain reader services 

(6) promote' use of collection 

(7) prepare budgets 
. (8) submit reports 

7-7i3 The liaison person should be a prpfessionally 
qualified librarian with a niinimum.of tv^o years 

§ Reserved for new material 



library expenence. 

7-4 Tho liaison p?r*;on should b6 diroctly fespori' 
. ' Sfble to tho admintstratrve level, of the library. 

7-5 /\clditronal professionaf staf/ should be added 
depeKSing oolhe'size and scope of the fibrary 
and,the^mcthods of organl^atiow oi the cojiec- 
tion. ' . ' ' * 

7-6'* Pro/essional staff wili^be a^isteiJ by support 
staff in a proportion of i to 3, and no greater 
than 1 to 5. 

7t7 Librarians and such support staff as indicated 
by their responsibilities wiirkeep up to date on 
new devel^opments through participation in pro- 
, fessional sdcicties, attendance at document 
/ . workshops and professionaPreadings. 
§ 7-8 , ' ^, . 
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Space standards shall conform to ALA stand- 
ardsfor typeof library.^ . - - 
Space for the depository operation' should be 
of the feame quality as other areas b| the li- 
brary. ll.sfKJuld.be at'tracf^e. comfortable and 
have acceptable levels of lighting, temperature, 
ventilation and noij^^eontfol. It shouW be func- 
tional, flexible and expatlsible. 
The space Stiould contain'well planned'areas 
^ - . 'for services provided, reference, circulation, ' 
roBn^antJ other public service activities as well 
as adequate space for the processing of new 
\ , "'materials 5nd housing of the coiiection. 
8-3 ' It -Should include private'wprk area.s for staff 
members and the administrator. ' •* 
All^ parts of the collection should be readijy.ac- 
cessibl^. preferably open shelf, but in alLcir- 
cumstances, should ^be located so that^mate- 
rials may be retrieved in a reasonable period ' 
of time. / • - 

If' documents are maintained in a separate 
division of the library, the -space provided 
'should be conveniently located to fencouragei/ 
useof the rnaterials. ./ . ,/ ; 

The li'ferary should abide by the rcx:ornme.fi|cfed ' 
sfdhdards for hc\nclicapped u$ers.'» 
^Tables and/or carrels should bd provided for 
in- library use of documents. - 
Microform readers and readcr/prjtiter^for the* 
principal types of mierofbrmS/Should be pro- 
vided, ^ : 
Microform storage should bf located in the' 
documents ar{/a. ,v t * \ 

Services to iTBcrs requiring government ir>for- 
mation. is th^ main objective of the depository 
sysleni. 

§ Reservcjdforn6w material - _ 
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8-6 
8-7 ^ 
8-'8 

8-9^* 

8-10 
9. . 




lie -for 



^ — '- p? ^ 

9-1 The depository will be open to t 
free use 9f depository publications 

9-2 In each depository library,- there should 

recognized focal points for inquiries about 
government publications. At this point it should 
be possible to'find out: 

a) Resources in the collection, including spe- 
cific titles. 

b) Location of wanted publications in the 
Library, 

c) Answers to reference questions or a refer- 
raf to a source pr place where answers can 
be found. 

d> Guidance on the use of the collection, in- 
eluding the principal available reference 
sources, catalogs, 'abstracts, indexes and 
other aids. 

e) Availability of additional resources fn the 
region, 

^ f) Assistance in bbrrdwing documents trom a 
regional or other libraries, 
g) User privilegesjor other libraries, educa- 
• tionel agencies, culturally deprived, dis- 

.advahjaged, handicapped, retired users 
and the community at large. 
'The library will have the option of establishing 
circulation policies for use of materials outside 
the library. 

Jhe library wifi provide facilities for using ma- 
'terials withir^'the library, including copying fa- 
cilities 3nd equipment for reading microforms. 
.-The library will publicize the depository collec- 
tion tfirough displays and announcements of 
.significant/new titles. 

The library will provide to aH- users the same 
reference and research services offered to its 
normal clientele. 

Coopejjf;^tion with the GPO.^ 
Staff ^ill familiarize themselves with t^ie^cle- 
PQsitory instructions and abide by their con- 
ditions. 

Claims will be 'submitted within stated time 
limits. . 

Use correct address when corresponding with 
theGPO.^ 

* 

Promptly return all questions* surveys sub- 
fjiitted by \he Superintendent of Documents. 
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10-3 



10-4. 
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ll, j'iriterlibrary Cooperation. " ' • 
1 1-i All depository libraries will be considered as part" 
of a network of libraries consisting of selecfive, 
regional, and national. (See Proposed Changes 
ll.a, 11/7/74.) ' 
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11-4 



11-5 



11-6 



11-7 
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12- 1 



12-2 



Selective deposttcries will 'cooperate in build- 
ing up the collept40ns of the regional deposi- 
tories. ' . . 

Selective depositoiies will cooperate with the 
redistubutioh of documents not needed in their 
ov.n organizations. , 

All depository libraries will cooperate in re- 
porting to the Superintendent of Documents 
new Federal doquments not listed in 'the 
Monthly Catalog. 

All depository libraries will cooperate in the 
development of tools for the identification" and 
location of documents in other libraries. 
Deposltcfry Lbrancs borrowing documents from 
other libraries will verify, bibliographic mforma- 
tion as completely as possible. 

All depository libraries wilt provide material on 
Jnterlibrary loan at least for the regional 
depository. (See Proposed Changes 1 l.b, ^ 
11/7/74) 

All depository libraries will provide a reason- 
able number of photocopies on request. 

Regional depository. 

Eligibility to become a regional depository 
library! 

a) There 'may be not more than two regional 
depositories in one state. A regional library 
may serve tv/o or more states, or regional 

. status may be shared by more than one 
library. (See Proposed changes 12.a-b, 
. 11/7/74) 

b) A regional library must be an existing de- 
pository. 

c) A regional depository should bei con- 
veniently located to serve the Jarge^t num- 

^ ber of people possible. 

d) The library selected for regional status 
should have an adequate retrospective col- 
lection, space, personnel^nd a cdntmuing 

^ . basis of financfel support sufficient to ful- 
fill thex)bliga*ions of a regional depository. 

.e) The selection of a regional depository 
should be agreed upen by the state library 
authority and alMepbsitqry libraries within 
the rjCgion. 

Obligations of regional libraries. 

a) ^ Receive and maintain permanently all Fed- 

eral government publications in either 
printed or mi,crofbrm as' provided in the 
depository instrilctions. 

b) Attempt to comrHete their retrospective 

. collections of majpr serials, annualvand^ 
other r,csearc|\ materials bylncans of gift, 
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exchange or purchase, including micro- 
forms. 

c) Screen all lists -of documents withdrav/n 
from selective depositories to insure their 
future availability in^he region. 

d) A(jquire additional copies where necessary. 

e) ^Assist selective depositories with reference 

questions,, interlibrary loans and photb- 
copies. ^ 

f) Grant permission to selective depositories 
to dispose of unwanted documents accord- 
ing to the Instructions to Depository 
Libraries. 

g) Provide guidelines to selective depositories 
for preparing disposal lists of unwanted 
documents. 

h) Contribute to the effectivancJs^. of 'the de-^ 
> pository netw'ork through vyaflkshops, train- 
ing sessions and consultive service^\^ithin 
their region. 



Appendix A 

Budget of the United States 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance' 

Census Bureau Catalog ^ 

Census of Housing (for State of Depository only) 

Census of PopulaHon (for State of Depository only) 

Code of Federal RegulationSc ' 

Congressional Directory ' • ^ 

Congressiona] District Data Book * " 

Congressional JRecord 

' County-City Data ^ok ^ 
F.ederal Register * ' 
Monthl^lCatalog * * 

' Numerical Lists of Schedules of Volumes ] 
Slip Laws (public) . / ^ ' 

Statistical Abstract ^ 't^ • 

Statutes at Large " ^ ' 

Subject Bibliographies ' ' . • 

Supreme Court Repbrts 
United States Code * . - .{^ -// ' 

United States Government Organizat'iop Manual 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docupionts 

'''' i 

Proposed Changes to the. ' ' ' :< ;. 
Minimum Standards and Guid'eJine^ for the 
Depository Library System Which [Require 
Legislative and Administrative Action. 
(Numbers correspond to standards numbers,) 



1. Distribution of Documents 



ERLC 



A-6 

11 



a) The number of copies of GPO impri.nts purchased 
Lr^istnbution to depository libraries is equal to the 



number of IlbrariLf-wlkfT reelect that Hem fro:iLltieMjs?^ 
of Cfasses . . . (44 u.S. Cocie 1903), Most rcgiona]^ 
depositories aro l.u^^e libraries sC'(vui[f large filimheraor 
librdry users un-bito as /.eh as providiiig inlerhtjiary loan 
sjrvice lo selicliv: dr[ ;!)sjtori;\> vsithin the rov.'^n. It" is 
recommended thdt regiohal dcpobitories be entitled to a 
second copy, either m microform -or paper copy, if 
desired.' ' ' ^ ' 

b) The c6st of prmting and binding o\ non GPO pub-' 
Itcations IS borne by the components respo(^i,ibJe for 
thCirissu.ince(4-;U S Cade-igoSj. The Committee fuels 
this restricts tlicirsivailability to the depository program. 
It fs riecommehded that appropriations be provided to 
enable the Superintendent of Documents to obtain non- 
GPO government publications. 

c) The Supcnnlendefit of Documents is charged with 
■*TfTe responsibility of iii\/estir;ating depositories. (44 U.S. 

Codp 1909.) It is-recopimended that the Superintendent 
of Documents sfiould receive adequate funding to con- 
duct an inspection program of depository libraries 
biennially. 

2 Catalogs, bibliographies and 'indexes to U.S.^Gov- 
ernment Publications 

a) Bibliogrophic tools cited in Title 44 include a Com- 
prehensive Index (44 U.S.. Code 1710), a Consolidated 
Index to congressional publications' (44 U.S. Code 
1710), a Catalog of Government Publications (44 U.S. 
Cede 1711), and a Classified List ,(44 U.S. Code 1904). 
,\ b) The comprehensive index referred to in sectiorT 
1710 v\as the Document Catalog which ceased with the^ 
1^40 coverage, and to some extent was replaced by the 
reorgjjntzed Monthly Catalog. It i5 recommended that 
financial support" be given, to the Superintendent of 
Documents to increase the coverage in the Monthly 
Catalog, improve the indexing, provide periodic cumu- 
jations and speed up publication^ ther;eof. ; 

3. Designation of Depository Libraries 

a) It is possible for a new depository to be desig- 
nated tiy a Con^rcL^oman or Senator v;ithout the' knowl- 
edge of the regiunji depository, which may be m the best 
position to kno»v if there is a need for an additionji dc- 
^pobitory jnd where it should be located. It is recom- 
^mended that 44 U.S. Code 1905 include the words and 
head of the library autho'rity of the state and the heads 
of the regional depositories, if any. 
^ b) The law specifi^?s that a library must contain 
''10,000 books otliLr* tlian government publiwtions to be 
,a ci^tpository libr.iry. The Committee considers a library 
df tilts 3ize to hcivi- insufficit-nt rusourcqs to oUpport a 
dciJob^itory hbrary. The term "book" is niislcadiiig. since 
it coiilJ indicjte multiple* cppius of the same book The * 
CorTimittee rect)nvnen(ls 2'&.000 tales. other than gov-* 
ornn^ent |!)Uj>lira:tions as tho basic mininium-size to be 



cijgible,to become a deppsitory library^ 
Coiioctions*^' V , • ^ . ' 

a) Appropriations may not be used to supply jdeposi- 
; for>;'libraries ck)C04hents, books,' or otht?r itenu s*ot xe-" 

quujted by tliem (44 u!s. Code'1913), This^Vestriction* 
tends tO*hul!ify the ijitent of the -depository law .which 
i^'to r/iake guveriirnont publications available to the pub- ^ 
lie. Tho law implies needs beyond those of the individual 
inst'i^ut.on v?hich serves as the depository. For example, 
a law hbraiy occupying a depository designation may*be 
inl.-F£st€d in acqUjHuiigonly legal materials. Library users 
in tfic area may nteol access tO other materials, suc^ as . 
.the Census. \ 

b) The present Ia\y makes no requirements ^ to 
number or type of docViment selected by the individual 
depository. While recognizing that to receive all de- 
pusitory items would pla^e an undue? burden on the small 
Iibrapy, the Committee believes that if'is reasonable to 
require a depository to aocept a'roinimum of the 'selec- 
tions avaHable:to depositorJes. This would include a basic 
list, revised^annually, recomVitJnded by the committee of 
depository librarians and .aoditional titles selected by 
the depositor-y to satisfy the needs of-the community. 
5-10. These standards refer\o cusfody^and ^erve for 
depository materials. They are covered in general tj^qns 
in 44 U.S. Code 1909 and specifically in Instructions to 
De|^:»osito'ries (July 1, 1974). - ' - 

11. National System 
At present this system consists of selective deposi- 
tories and/egional depositories, it /s recommended that 
provision should be'rriade /or, a National Depository Li- 
brary at the fiead of the system. In the January 22. 1974, 
report of the ALA Ad Hoc (Committee on the Depository 
Library System*, 8 of 9^ recommendations refer to a 
National Depository Library. 

,i • 

12. Regional Depositories ^ 

a) Only 38 States are served^by one or more regional 
depositories. Regional status is vtjttj^t;a<y. Selective de- 
positories not served by a regional depository are unable 
to discord unwanted documents, or to dc^pend on a re- 

- g^ional for reference questions, interlibrary loan, photo- 
duplicalion or -assistance in the organization of their ^ 
colPections. The^^Superinfendent of Documents lacks the 
a-ssistance of the regional librarian for information about 
conditioris of local depositories or for participating in in-* 
spections and their followup. • ^ 

b) To assure the regional depositories are better able 
to serve selective depos'tones, it is recommended that 
limited fina'ncial support be sought to defray direct costs 

' incurred by a regional depository for responsibilities 
beyond those of a selective dep6sitory. 
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^ . ^ Reactions to: 



' ^ Propos^eQ Guidelines 

' • ' ^ ^ for the 

A. * * ^Depository Library System 





* Submitted by 
Committee on Standards'' 
Depository Library Council ^ 
to the- Public Printer 



I' 



I 



Federal Documents Task Force 
Government Documents Rpund Table (GODORT) 
American Library Association 
R^bekah Harlesjtonj? compiler 



PIffiFACE 



At the 1976 midwinter conference of, the 'American Library Association, 

th^ Federal Documents Ta^k Force of GODORT charged^ the Work Group on 

Depository Libraries to study the Proposed Standards and Guidelines to the 

Depository Library System submitted by the Committee on Standards of the 

Depository Library Council to the Public Printer., 

♦ ' * 
Leroy Schwarzkopf, -Coordinator, called for volunteers to study comments 

afhd ^^gge^xdns's'ub^nitteti on the proposed l)standards 2) guidelines.- 



3^-) inspection. He announced that he would send letters of request for 
comments^ some libraries chosen at random, gome chosen particularly, and 
would ask in Dttt^ for any who;would to send their reactions to the person 
who had voljinteerd to study and compile the resulting information, 

I volunteered to be responsible for thp, Proposed' GuiSelin^s. Fourteen 
persons replied with writtep analysis, of ^their response and further suggesttorns 
Some ware brief outlines of one^ or two pa;rts^.of particular. Concern to a ^ 
particular library; others w^^fe qjuite d'etailed, covering. a number of, 
j)oints specifically and elaborating upon a^hilosophy. These repli4§ hav^ 

' . ' ; , "'^ * . \ * 

been correlated vith each^the;r and .with reactions given in personal^ 

"interviews. ^ * , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I must thank Mr. Paul Willia, Directar of xUniversity of ^Kentucky Libraries, 
for. making available cop|.es of the report; Mrs. Susan Csaky," for her ' 
cooperation in' making. t:he time for this work available; to Dean Trt,vette^ 

who has helped in many ways. *' , 

> 

^ . r • " Rebekah Harleston 

" / ' Documents Consultant;' 

^ ^ - • University of Kentucky 'Libraries 

/I - '\Lex4ngton 



The Superintendent of Doc'uniencs has> proposed' ta review and to \ 
' _ ' , . "4 ' . ' 

revise guidelines .and standards for the dej)osito?-y Jibrary system. 

Some are reinforcements of already existing stated'«oals. But, -for 

♦ ' .< . • ' 

the first time specific actionfe*are named-; • • ' • 

These specifics will be received' with, alarm by so^me;' others ^ 
^ ' * V, * • *| ♦ 

Vill welcome a model by whiqh to compare their present ptacticesiaY ^ 
to improVe their^ control oVeV the evet 'l^reasingmatieri-al copiing 
through the depository system.* ' '0 f * , , • 

Hr. Scliwarzkopf Jias examined lA detail the' generalized purposes ' - 
expressed in the Depository Law and in the ""Instructions" to libraries' 

■ . - - , ' •.' • " 

in the sy.stenr. He has m&de xomments and recommendatiohs for amendments 

to tHat Act. His analysis -of the Proposed Standards and Guidelines lead 

him to conclude that they have fai]#d to come to terms with the problem. 

■ * , ■ . •> ■, ' ' " 

He has pointed/out the limits of the law as contained 'in .Title 44 and 

has siiown'what can and 'cannot be dorie;. wh'afc changes would have to b*e 

made- -in the law to make the Guide5|^s donfprm to' that l^w; ^ wh^t' contra 

dictions between and among the law,' the regdlatfonsv- ancT 'instructions 

now obtain. All ' thes^ elements must be in conformity ' to make .possible . 

the fulfillment of these objectives as presently envisioned. ' 

This paper will repeat Mr. Sdhwarkopf's cohclusions only,' as they 

were reinforced by respondents to the request" for librarian's commeiits 

, ^ ' •' ' ' 

on the law a?' presently wjritten, on the instructions which bind the 

depositories, and on kimimum statidardgto be imposed. • "° 

A number of respondents suggested e'ditorial changes that would make 

the dqcuments easier to read and the relationship of statements easier 

to grasp. These could* be effected quite simply trithout changing the 

^ see Appendix D, Analysis of Proposed Sj^andaxds and Guideline- for 
Depository Libraries. . 



•meaning "of Guidelines, parallel construction is tlie best rule for-' - 
, * \ . " ' • • . ' 

* \ • I • • ♦ . 

-^Ji^^jL for example,' Sections 3-4; and- 3-6 begin with the sbatement 
.of the section; all other sections .are declarative statements (with 

-passive and active verbal construction perhaps making far initial con- 
fusi^on)- Ifi Section 10, 10-1 and 10-2 are declarative sentences, 
and 10-4. are commands/ "me headings for SectJLqns 3 antf 9 are not 
consl^te^'. With- either; [Sjpace St^andards' and 'services to U.sers'/wouid 
be good headings, with the' sentences now [Presently used as, or in- 
corp.6.rat6d into, <S-1 and 9-1." At the very least, the headings sjiould 
appeal ip dll capitals, in some other. distinctive type, and/or centered 
or separated by space frojn the, text. 

The^ objectives of the Depository Library System were well takeA 

in prineipl^ by all" respondents, 'The implementation of the program 

• ' ^ ' ' ' c . . ' / ^ 

mat with^objectfons, suggestions, A more detailed statement of ^ ' ' 

P^fc^^^^y^' ^ poetical a'pplicatiori^ appear liter. j 

. ^.ilie Proposed -'Changes to the Proposed Guidelines rectimmends ^ 

additional appropriations to the o Superintendent of Documents for the 

acquisition of non-GPO ^gove^rnment publications. Tliese monies would allow 

for the incorporation of thofee ^.documents tHat f^ll within the purviw * 

of thte,, progra^n, no matter their ^ponsprin^ agency Qt their format. 
) * . \ { % 

The "Prpposed Changes" take cognizance o£ the d^arVespdnsibilities" 

assumed by^ Regit)nal Depositories—to render'^ servic^ to their own Clientele 

and to provide \loans to and reference service for other libraries in the - 

region. , The law presently stipulate that a. depository., may receive^ only' 

one copy 'qf each title. Point 2-^9^ suggests that more often than not, 

multi^ple* c^opies should be available;' the exception woqld be the choice of 
* The/nuinbprs in the iLeft margin correspond to the paragraph, numbers 
,in the Proposed Standards and Guideline (see Appendix A) 



only on^ format, /This statement at the very^ least is misleading and ^ 
would, have to W reworded. Better still, the recommended change should be\ 
accepted: "regional depositiOries be entitled to a second copy, eithe^^ in"^ ^ 
micro f^^rm' b/ paper, copy, if desired. /If the second copies were micro-, 

the Regional could send that, or could provide fiche to- fiche, film /to 

' , * *■ - * ' 

film dupdicatipns to theix 6*elective depositories. Another suggested 

addition to thange la: * • • - ^ ^ . ^ 

* * 
.**It- is* recommended that sufficient copies be available after 

depository distribution to fill claims 'for publications t^issing / 
frbm -shipments" * « / / 

was strongly mentioned by more than one librarian for himself aiid /' 
irate .patrons., ^ . ^ \ / / 

This paint raises the question: what does have ref erencePv^ud, 

• ^ • * and to^w^Kom? Statistical abstracts—general and subject otierfted--, 

' '^^ '^J ^^^ ' , ' ' ' / [ / - ' 

i. • 'compilations of laws, bibliographic indexes and abstracts;/ ther-^ appears 

t,o be little quarrel with such a defl^nition. It is beyond thfese tyf^es * 

I J^, K ' ^ ' ' ' . / /A / 

; that lead to differences of opinion*. Perhaps the te'rm is/too closely 
*^ , ; ^ relatfpj 6» materials -usually found in a ref erenc/ room.' tW lyagueness 
the term was also a point of discussion of/minimum st^i\da^ds. 
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If different guidelines* and standmrds/can be set for the different 
^Klnds of depositories, 'i.e., "Congressional" and "l^w"' designations, ' 



r!. • diistinctioh could be ^n]ade in whdt constitutes ^'reference." 

2-5 There'^is some objection^-to tKe lack of annotations on notice of titles 

' . / . > • . 

•t' ' to be'added to the.systetn, or j/f* samples' of series. Some series title's are 

* * ' ' / ' * * 

^ self explanatory. Some sei^ifes are surveyed very ^arly> so thit depositories 

v' ' * , ' . ,' " / * 

\ * / * . > * ' ' . 

, may select'the item in o^er to be ^eligibU to receive the pt^blications 



from their beginnings../ As possible, titles of the first is§i 



o 
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^ to be 



available serve as a guide: These are the explanations that have been 
given frpm time to tirael^ 

The widened scope 'of materials available is p 
in selective depositories (regionals indicate that 
of some titles in microformat .would be ah absolute 
in most cases" they would make' the, choice of format 

The guidelines as proposed suggest that item/ numbers be subdivifded 
"as necessary t6 insure... only wanted documents/'. There is growing demand 
for closer narrowing of series if the intent is to be realized. Apparently 
the better idea is to have each series represented by its own item number. 
This would eliminate conf|>sl'on, save time and space for libraries, and 



Leasing to the respondent 
depository distribqtion, 
necessity, and tliat 
.) " 



money for thenj and for the government. This "one section waslreceived with 
^enthusiasm by every person replying. Theue seems to be a feeling that 
libraries can choose a. single series from an item number carrying more 
"^han one:, perhaps that could, have been done when the system was smaller; 
it would appiear' to be too costly.'at -present. As items. are rationalized, J 
the Washington bffice and agencies responsibly for the publication should 
consult working librarians and others knowledgeable in thV fielcU_of study.-- 

In addition to the information suggested, shipping lists should 
provide at lea st for; ' ) 

1». Classes changed—earlier ^uDoc classification numbers 

2. Classes added — the assigned name of the agency and title of* 
*i . the. series ' ' ^ 

3. Corrections: . ^ - 

a). Old class as- well as n^w (this used to be done) 



b)*. Indication of ' ' * 

^1) Changed classification 

of series 

' '2) changed classification 

^. of specific publication 

t 

\ * •• 

' * 3) typographical error 

2^8 ^^^^^he "claim form" makes no 'mention of claims 
for damaged, incomplete,^ or incorrectly collated 
documents. I t^ presupposes that the librarian know§ 
^ to ge4: a copy of a m4.*ssing ^ shipment list to use 
' \ claiming a missing shipment. The italicized 

"false ^tatfement" antagonized some o^ these responding 
librarians. They f^lt that the -guidelines and instructions 
clearly -presented are sufficient, notice of the policy 
of the depository system., ^ 
' "Timely" is a word almost universally >*used 
in the discussion concerning catalogs, b ibl i^ographie s 
and indexe|.;^'' The feeling seems .to be of long ' standing ,' 
^ • agravated by the delayed appearance of the 1975 

and 1976 issuer of the Monthly Catalog . Title 44 " . 

demands bibliographic tools and certain types' and 

periodicity. This irritation may have its rewards. 
Library patrons and document users^ of every ilk 

have been d'oubly impressed by th^ necessity for acce-ss 

r- . • . * 

» to #governmen^t. information^ The Freedom of Informatioa 

- ^' yt\ • — 
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Act^hsis reinforced the legaL_bas-i-s. f or production 
and the public's awarenes*..a=fc:i]Le j:o_oLs_a*nd/or lack ^ 
ofthem. ". - ' ■ ^ ' , 

T'his is not to take away froW t>he past or present 
catalogs. Nor is it .intended to insist that retrospective 
ones bearevised and enlarged. Some features could 
be restored to cur ren t indexes . Earlier issues 
°^ '^he MonthlyiCatalo^ had carried "No£es of General 
Interest;" New .government agencies were detailed: 
enabli<ng legislation, functions, his tory with- change 
of structure or purpose, type of report. Grante-d 

^thgt this infocmation can be found elsewhere - it , 
is later and scattered. The story of ' new ' periodicals 
tells the type of inf ormation^ the audience to ^honi 
it 'is addressed. Policies"aqd explanations of' the«/ 
Superintendant 9f Documents office were, given as^ 

.needed . ^ 

The Monthly Catalog is on 'OCLC as of July>i; 
and entries -W'ill" be according to'AACR. The catalog 
was at one "time arr-an^d by department, with-' its 
subagencies sftsumed,^ To accomo'date access to publica^t ions 
Of a particular body, -the index listed the name of ^ 
the agenc-^r wi'th .sometimes identifying types'*, and 
aril pages (later entry numbers)'. .Later; the^ arrangement 
was alphabetical by ag.ency. In the latter instance, 
a li»st of agencies r ep r es en t ed . in that month gave 
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understanding of the oria,nl zat ional " s t r uc tur fe'/of 
government. The new Monthly ' Cata-log ' wiJI gWe subject 
approaches direct ly , rather"' th-kn 'in a s&pa"rat^ index. 
This is. a plus. In addition, 'there is to^be an . " ■ 

.author, a title, subject index Pro jecte-d are stock ' 

J 

number, classific at ion number ; series number; perhaps' 
.'a-<se-P,aK?;:.§ .cairpQr aj:£. .ageiiey;. in*dex...\ ;■. . . . '-.^ ... ; . . • 

~ The need^ for a thesaurus of ter'ms has Ibng > 
been felt. Tnde'xing and s'ubject, headings ar-e^not 
consisteat from month -to montb, and less from year 
to year. The ch0nge to Library o-f Congress subject 
headings will not obviate t h e^ n ece ss i ty for a dictionary 
that will li-st words that narrow and pinpc5:rat • ideas 
and faets. The list sh'ould\also include "see" vand ' \ 
"see also-" references. • . \ " * ' 

Comifte'rci^l publishers hav^ come to the forefront', 
in indexing and abstrapting. govWnment piib licat ions . 

Notable among current in-dep th * sWvices are ConKres3ional 
, • \ • 

" \ * 

Index »(CIS)-, Amer ican . S ta t is t ic s Index (ASI), Index , . 

to the Serial S'et by Congtess io^alAInf orma tion Service, " 

John Andriot^s nume^rous indexes and\guides, 

Gre^enwood Publishers services.- TheseV companies ~^ ' 

and Others a<re eitTher comp'^le t-ely serving 'the document/ ^ 

user, or are devoting t he ^ ma j or*, pr opo r t tLon-^of their* 

energie^s to the field, A number of companies' from , 

time to time have indexed the JPRS seriesA There 
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is a^tnuB4ric.a 1 c p^de index corr^i^i^n w,ith SuDoc 
numbers, brought up to date per iodTtfraJly lln .addltT, 
" a .correlation AD/PB 'index oat-6*' 

be 'continued, * ^ - * ; - 

; STAR, MA. (now-'lRA) ,■ are majof .IndexVabstr'act 

sources for information in -fhei-r -fle0.d«. Government ° ' 

^ ' . '. ' ' " ' ' • . • ^ T 

Reports- Announcem ents and'.In dexe s " M ^ ^ ' 1 » c ^ ^^n,^) 

indexes-abstrapts materials in economic artd social' - 

sciences and to lesser degi^ees, humariities, and'lis-ts 

and identifies abstracts found in 'the two; preceding 

journals. Resources In. Education Acovers a'subject ' 

field perhaps wider than its t i t le ^'imp 1 i'e s / "^^Pr'e s suir e s 

of. money and time -have forced the cessation of some-' ' 

\ 

of th-ese. cumulations . • ; 

For -several .years ther^ has been some thought 

given to ^nitrng all- these into 'one big catalog. 

This apparently is an attempt to meet the ^ d^allenge 

for a comprehensive' catalog. .Most librarians speaking 

to the *queati.oh th-row up/.thelr h^nds in holy, horror.' 

What would be--ch§ sense . in» ffear.ch.ing so many_ entries 

about so much af no import to Che immediate use^.?;-^ 

The indexed to these .-major .services, have cumulated 

♦ « * * J 

0 . -* 

quarterly, seml-a^inually,/ For ome 'l^^gnd . a t some 
"periods, the^ cumulative index' wa^s * a'^'s'epa.rate ajiirchase 
an.d not- p_ai^t "o-f,. t;he^ s ubscfrlption-.-. The. Monthly ^Caf'alog . 
which^ is a kind ot continu^tipn bj the. Docum^en.t s ^ - 



CataloK .^j^a *bi-annual >^talQg>»indPv , .hr^g ^ ten-year/ ^ 
1941-1950, and a 1951-L960 cumuXat~±V^tn<i^-x-,-^ The 
idea of a 1961-1970 cumulation was abandoned 'and 
a quinquennial is In preparat'ion as of July, l976// 
-C:<^rf the Superintendent of* Documents is- to fulfill 
the oT)ligat lions of ,hi,s office, then the proposal 

that financial support be .given t-o increase th§ * ' 
coverage in the Monthly Catalog , improve t^ie 'indexing 
^prpvide periodic cumulations and speed up* publication 
thereof" mpst. be implemented^ ^ 
The standard^ classification system'- f6r .federal 
presumes to ^>.e that of the Superintendent 

of Documents* This system is established fo.i?.those 
• "* * ~ ^ 

publications ..s>pt, to Jihe 1 ibrary and classified 
by them. It fails to catcH those, documents not " 

received there (for whatever reason) but which falf 

. .J: . . * - • ^ 

uithin t he-defined types; ^ It does^noftake into 

\ \ ' 3** * ' " ' . ' ' ' ' '-^ 

'consideration any others of the lit ^ra lly^niil 1 i on s ' 
of titles^'J^ So-called ''Report literature^ -is tfaught • 
orbly if the ^ency.gends if to the library^ 

This .classification versus. , non-class i^ica*£ion ' * ' 
poses two 'problem^is under one umbrel^T ' Fifest,* wo'ujd ^ 
^it overburden the- "SuDoc^"- s^fs/em, to the breaking ^ 
point? (Remember fhe ol<i "j^S" and th^ Public "Health - 

^ " ^ • ^ ^ ' . ''•'^ ' ^ ^ : ' • • ' 

Service?) Then^ if it; 'is not c^tal:0g^a5^. by ''dhe^'.; 



standard, "how could it^^be integrated into a.-dombined - 
ca^talog? The ov^rti-diog ^ qAiestiou; is'-jwh'e th'ef^ i*t<9 ^ 



ne^ds^ to be^ ^sa.Jit:e 'references to rep^prts almost v , ^ ^ 

al^ay$ identify thei'r^ own* individual symbols. Apparently, 



^ , working sc leaf is*ts, d'emahd dl'rectuaccess winh no 

hierarchical ^trc^cture s'tanding jL^ , their .way^.» / • 
. * ."^'^Som'e h^^lpfiil fif elated* aids,- such as /a' thBsa'urus*; 
'.i; ' /i-n -addi tion t;o, other advantages ' already named, could^ 
'•be k^pt curretnt tb reflect the ^chai^ging '^time.s • 
c "The r'ef6r.m l^h 'the! f p roces s^ pi as-signing individual '-^ 

i,t-em^ numb^ers^ for s'ecx^ls/ should automatically mean * 
^ a survey of libraries^. ; Thi'^ will provide information 
- ^ " f or. the 'entir>e system. A^aiji at this^-poitit, there^ 
i is the •recommendation that the, library consult with 
^ a^i advisor-y comlnittee-^Q^^^^ure that t he^c las s i f ica t ion 

meets the needs o^ libraries. ^ - * 
2-1?" . . Th'^re was' geneir^Lly -the feeling that^the" Library 
^ had b.een as l^^lpful ^as. could be expectfe'^B with their 

liraijie'd staff du- helping l.ibrarie's to Identiify specif JTc^- 
items, or t.a, supi^^ly -a qlass nambeT f^or them *for a-" - , 
* document not held, in their ^ollect io<ns . Very lately, 
a new attitude on the part^ of Jthe administration 
has antagonized even those not direct\ly .affected. 
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Tlfat this 'i^^ a service above and beyond the call ^ 
. , of .duty, and^ not properly (th'eit/ business, is being ^ 

rather ho tly - disputed. Librarians hope that incre.a-s^d 
Staff, expanded space atid unciform shelving will 
'allow f OT. more he\lp thanl^as- been^^possible be.fore. 

. • ■ i '* : . B-ii 



2-13 .Opinion is sharply divided concerning the establ/ishment of a ^ • 

• ' . ' I . ^ ^ 

^ National Pepository Library.^ There is general agreeihent concerning the ' 

necessity for a central library or archive^^o maint/ain a copy of all - 
material passing through the system. The division becomes apparent 
in the concept of the ^le this institution might play. ^ ' - 

^ - Will it be a library giving technical help, reiference servifce, 
inferlibrary loans, compiling bibliographies? Will 'it be ari arcffivea 
holding the material' in ordet? . 

If it sells phota copies of requested^documents, the Impadfiof the 
operjat ion* will be far reaching. The possibility of anotlj^r source of , 
supply, Qot.at its^own expense, can very easily influence agencies' ^ 
> to reduce the number of copies prJ^nted, not increase ►as\is now being 
^ positively pressur.ed>-^ as suggested, the t^ational libr^fry could^ supply 
repl^et^ent- copies to reglSnkls, Will this function undercut the sales 
program of the Go vetniGQt Printing Office? ' , . 

The system of .regionals ^^as^^iglW to serve as a netwqrk 'for the^*' 
fulLran^ of activities with documents.^ The idea behind the dissipated' - 
reserves was one of more intimate contadt and interest. The presence 
of a complete coHection within easy physical reachTXsome- comments will 
/follow later) was thought to be a better arrangement than one collection 
--—physically accessible to a few. Jhe Presidential libraries are ^ primfe 
^Icample of the philosophy of accessibility. 

Thus the consensus—if the National library attempts, to be all things 
to ,all.p(eople, it may perhaps be less than 'successful in its mission. 
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^.•17 • ^Imost'-to.a person, those involved with, the depository, system' as a ' 

; Vstem^vHw^com^ an evolution and inspection process. tW should be 
|. conceived 'as - positive factors to encourage xUbraries to higher levels . • 
|||;achievement; Perhaps 'if the visits were 'j/lled "consultations" they 

better, reach their goa\ of having^^epositories^. to coofo^to ^^4^ / 
re;|latlon6 and 'of providing advifie and help to achieve the ideal ' ^'Z '' 

• ' the interview Vpgr^ses", the'evaluator can and should note ' 

'••^ exceptions to sVandard procedures , with the reasons for their • b.eing. -wlthL' i 
the possibUity of changing or^xpanding ways of caring far the collecti^sK 
He certainly should have time enough dnd opportunity to st^udy responses'^'" , 
from other libraries ^nd to pass on'good ideas that work.. •.Hi^library with 
workable a^ell received program will certainly be willing, to ."^^ase ; '. 
information onrt. ■ • ' ' ' " - 

Again, the representative should send back to the library a written ' - 
summary of the findings, of the vi^t.^^^together with any recommenaatlons or^' 
suggestion^ that could upgrade a depository' with .a relati;?ely Ipw.rating, . 
and *ost certainly encourage the. bet"ter ones to higher' sVarfdards. " ' ' ^ ' 
The suggested six months period is thought to. bi .too short a time t. ; '■. 
correct Inadequacies. This^ effort .would . almost surely ^ntah'more m«r,ey .and 
mor^ staff to brin^he" library to^ndard. Pethaps this requirement.. " , 
might b^xchanged to sajT that, indications' of improvement .must be apparent 
TJurtn-g-th^t^.pe^cU;_an^^ f^/^ further similal . , 

•peHod before the library woiTM, be dteleted from'the .list of depositories: 

• The,Tlegional'-^should rfec^ve a coJ>y of the report on the depositories" 
it is designed to- supervise'. and to Help. In the initial visit to the 
regional;'- the.^e will abviously be discussidflW its .relationship with 



Other libraries ♦ If this visit is made after some of t^e selective' ' . 
depositories have been*- seen, the conniienlts can be helpful. At this point, 
constructive suggestions are j)ossible. After the remaining libraries have' 
been visited, further comparis^s of ftfectlve relationship can mate 
possible a valid judgment of the ef fectiveness^of the regional. Certainly 
ideas gleaned from other states and-^other areas will be appreciated.. 

The questionnaires and surveys of the past have given* libraries 
an opportunity to examine themselves. Fo'r those people who are self- 
motivated, the^ have served as a spur to better service. On a more mundane 
level^ they have been used as a lever to move library administrators to 
action and t'o greater support of the depositories; 

' What becomes of the surveys and questionnaires when they are 
^return^d? Are they filed away and forgotten? / Or are they read, studied - 
to breat'e a basis for rethinking the program as' a whole as well as the 
institution replying? A^ comprehensive study based oi^>:t:he information 
gathered is long^ overdue. This is a government publication that would 
be welcomed. - * 

The implementation of such an ambitious program. is predicated on the 
provisions of additional funds. The financial' stress just might bring 
an' evaluation of the system dqd a refining of its compass. 

Public Documents Highlights is the first significant step taken to 
present new policies and procedures." The series carries information or^ 
interest to all* persons concerned with the use of documents. Its 
distinctive title makes it easily noticed, and it is available to the general 
public. The ani;puncements in the shij^flftg lists are another source 
of information of admi^iistrativci interest for 'depositories only. 

' ^ 27 i ^ 
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2-20; . It is interesting Co see how many of the proposed guidelines\nd 

suggested changes to them have been impflemente'd- since they were ' 

, '■• . ' ' * " ^ ' 

initially presented, and Ijow effective th^' Cojin'cil has beeh and is l>eing.. ' 

^--19-- The increased activity in the field of ddc^ments ^lag b^en stimulated / 

by the producer and the user; sometimes in i^everse order. The same he 

said for trade publications of and about official documei\ts.' M4ny 6f the 

agencies of the government are fully coWerating, with all that the 

word implies. They are anxious to alW commercial and/or associations ' " 

\ ' ' 

to iifdex,' abstract, list, compilfe Bibli'oVaphies, and take every 
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opportunity to encourage such participation. In the recent past, the 
Executive, ^gislative. Judicial aOTxesN^f the government and many in. 
independent agencies have presented their published materials to be 
filmed or to be reprinted. Thiis, it is that libaries recently established 
cari provide an almost complete collection of retrospective" series as weir 
as of current or just out-of-print material. Declassified and ot3herwise 
^ unpublished 'documents -are now open and available. 

New companies ,are formed (sometimes it seems daily) and., old Companies 
have expanded their operations in the field of - documents. Competition 
in the .field is keerf, and quality* of product almost uniformjfly good. 

Pressures of money, time, space of the Government Printing Office, 
its affiliates, and the multitudinous other agencies that publish and 
of various places that house the ^material are forcing the government into 
Slipplying some documents . in microformat. This practice is causing 
some anxiety among the commercial firms which have staked their futures 
in the field and some friction has arisen. The two are not generally 
antagonists, but rather protagonists trying to come to a reasoned way of 
accomodating each other and the public. ' " 

^ 2-21, The Library, considering the whole question of statistics, must weigh 
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the need for the figures, ,the ability ot the library to utilize the in- 
formation, the overlap with-stajtistics compijed in other departments: 
. i.e., reference, interlibrary loan. Specific kinds of statistics are 
discussed in detail in another study. There was no Serious opposition 
to the premise; indeed, some pointed out that supporting statistics 
must be available if the depository system anticipates a National- ^ / 
^Depository ^Library. Statistics do bolster' the pbsition of a io£al 
deposit6ry as it seeks a better financial rating. 

Serious attempts are being made td assiass the quality- ofjiepositories. 
This is the time to look very closely at the li'brary .^^IJRy is this^ library 
a government depository? Because earlier some admini^ator's^'^^^t it 
was a^great idea and'nobody has reviewed the situation? Because a.v ^ 
representative or a senator wanted to "point. yitjh -pjrld'e" to what ! 
,he had done fcfr his constituents? Because he and the library are 
conscious of the prestige that is a holdoyer from thp days when the 
Superintendent choose them and not the other way around? , Review the reasons, 
then seriously copsider discontinuance^ • ' * 

. Is this library giving the service that satisfies^its patrons? 'The' 
quality of the collection in relation to the purpose of the specific library 
is of e^qual 'importance to its quality. Basic books must be supplemented . . 
iy thoughtfully chosen added titles. If such a collection can not be ' 
maintained on a worthwhile plane, the library might better serve its 
community by relinquishing its depositary status to another nearby instit\|tiori. 

The number and location of .depQsitories must be reviewed, according to 
several of those responding to questioning*^ Some ' densely" 
populated ajrea? are served by several llbaries; sparsely populated western 
states may have depositories separate^l by hundreds' of miles. Rural areas also 
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are under represented. Where one Congressional district encompasses 

many count/ies,' the inequities are compounded. Some limitations ,might be 

set to take into account geographic coverage. Some ^relatively small librarie 

might* be willing to s^rve a wide area.' Perhaps there could be a '"split" 

regional depository, whetein repp.nsibility 'for certain types of material by 

subject or by issuing agency might be assumed by each entity of a group. 

^Only in this way cjoes it ^eem possible to realize the goal of 

making, documents "available to the people;" This solution. is proposed' as 

: ' . * * * , • ' 

frequently-^ by /those in congested areas as/by those in the less populated 

-region?.^ * ' . ... . 

One other question frequently arose. What of thdse institutions 
which haye'r^strictidns on the use of the facility? - If the general public 
is not alloyed free use of the libr'ary, then^the conditions , for a .depo'sitory 
are not met ^nd it would logically follow ^t?a.t depository status must 
be revoked. If the federal documents are integrated into the general 
.collection, there ts possibly a-violation of the^aw. , Some libraries ^ 
have construed ^he law to include the entire library collection. The 
law affects federal documents only. If they are maintained in a sdparate 
collection, ^ccess .to them could* be arranged with a minimum disruption . / 
to the library's regular routine. - ^» * ' 

"Too vague" is the comifent on 3-3. ' Some respondents think that 
minimum requirerjents for sp^ce, budget, for a given number of titles/ , ' 
volumes should be given as an indication of the ideas of the Superintendent's 
minimum requirements, .5. - * ' ^ ' . 

Even with proposed changes^ the/e is no consensus on the minimum,; 
size of. the library. Special libraries* might nbt need 10,000 titles - • 
exclajling government imblications, ' If, as suggested^earlier , there is ^ 
no larger library" to s€rve a multi-county, perhaps a' multi-state area, \. 
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is it not beCt^er to some rather thgn none? - ' 

Depositories must be allowed some discretion in assigning tjieir" 

f — - » ' ' 

hours'pf service.'^ It is conceivable Tthat the clientele wduld , \ 
find other times more suitable for their needs dnd ppportunities . 'The \ 
guidelines could indicate tha^ variations are allowed. 

Who makes known a vacancy in' a Congressipnal district? The' 
Superintendent ot Documents-, Senator or Representative, the state library 
authority, the regionally' conceivably,- could be aware of 

the. vaj:'aacy, in that- ordep. The. professional association is probably the 
last to ^hear . , \ 

The logic of the guidtelines concerning the disclsiop to 

' *, ^ ' f * * 

designate a new depository can qot be faulted.. On papei:, this is fine. In* 

practice, ..quite the contrary sometimes occurs. In Q.ne instance^ 

tjie libirary head bectoe aware of the new jstatus thorough the newspapers. > 

They were not consulted, or^did th^ state authority have sufficient 

l^ad time to^do^a study on the real value. ' . » 

* ' • X ' ' ' ^ ^ 

Before depository status is cqn'firmed, the requestor should present 
^. I ' ^ * ' ' ' 

Iri writing (if possibly also pn personal interviews)^ the resources of '^ 

ley,. space, and espefcialXy personnel proppsed foi; the initial stag6, ' 

'and\ some realistic proje'ctfbns for the near future. 

THe basic reference^ colli^'ction pTbt>osed" certainly places no restraint' 

- \_' / * 

on any library that professes to give the public access to information ' ' 

\ , ' * ^ * - * . 

about th^ government of'by its agencies. ^,In addition, perhaps other basic 

V * ' . ' * ' ' ^ ^ 

fitles might be indicated for libraries with Special interests or' serving a 
\ * * 

rticulaV public: education, welfare^- health, law, sciences. 
* \ * 

^ Eafli^ statements show that some librarians agree with the 

* \ « ' . 

\.> * . • ' ' 

proposed, guidelines if the government provide, as free depository material, 
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^mltroformat: if that best suits tlTeir need. 

4-2 . 'No one questions seriously that the depositary should ^maintain some 

t » 

basic* catalogs, .guides', indexes ^gener^tejlv by go\remment agencies. A 

. .. .. "V"-^ * c 

* number of respondents consider it to b^ the responsibility of the depository' 
system to provide any recommended trade^ publicatiohs to pay for all govern- 
ment titles available'^ only in microform or in reprint formats. , 

Insufficient funds for-purchase is the, most frequent reason for the 
library's failures^ to* provide thefr trade sources. None suggested that if 
the federal system absorbed^ all such cost^ for. all libraries, something would 
have to -go, and it might be libraries, ' . • , * 

- Here as erlsewhere arises ^the philosophical and yet practical ' 
question: who is the library*s public? 'is a "law" library obligated to 
^1 serve persons outside its coijifined interests? "Congressional" library 

may be presumed to have as its public the people of the Congressioftal district, 

^^^^ unless this .dilemnj^ is resolved, persistence in a 
"numbers game" will .a^lienate ^and divide the documents community and its 

neighbors. * ' ' . " 

* ' t> • < • 

The suggestion th^t a library be required to select at least 25% of 

* the available iterts on the Classified Lfst meets almost unqualified 
opposition. One argument is that ft places undue burden on the staff ' 
and facilities of smaller libraries. \t jirovides more than "frequently 
used and po'teo tidily useful materials." . ' . . > . 
" . These sections seem contradictory, and inconsistent with statements 

on pages 7 a^d 11 of the Instructions tp Depository Libraries , rev. July 



1974: 



"You are urged to' use your utmost discretion in selecting ' 
• , publications so that there will be no waste of Government 
"funds and so ,that you can give proper custody of those you 
do select and make them readily available to your patrons." 
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^ 0/ 

All selections should be reviewed once 
a year to determine whetjier the library 
is receiving material which is not being 
used and to , eliminate wasteful use of 
taxpayer ' s money and unnecessary costs 
to the Fe'fi.eral Government in supplying 
material which is not needed. 



^ An arbitrary figure, be it number of titles, 

or any dictated percentage, subverts the parpose 
of the selective depository, ^ ; 

Can not the implementation* of Section 6 be tHe 
instrument used insure that the district is well 
served by its depositories? If the paTeijt organizations 
agree, the va^rious libraries can establish certain 
speheres of concern, orga^nize the materials, aiid \ 
make -them generally available to the cooperating 
bodies. Reference service on "as possible*' b^asis 
can be given by phone and letter as well as in person. 

This p^lan has worked very well in more th^n 
one urban area, and across Congressional boundaries 
in states where the libraries are not 



more a tjiree 



hours-' drive or as close* as e ighteen miles . 
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Organization of th'e Collection' - ' 

Of ail things, there is a geeat flap over the 
instruction to date publications with the date 
of the Shipping IJLst. Especially, those with an . " 
int.egrated collection ask for an option of date« " 
of the Shipping List, date of receipt (date Qf 

js 1 

process). Cqmments at the April meeting of the - 

. Council- to* the Public Printer reinforce the concern 

over this upsetting routine.. DttP has also printed 

protests . of ^some of the . community . '.The Documents 

: Highlights announcei^that in August 'l975 the Superintendent 

of Documents had agreed to accept either one as 
• ^ , ^ ^ , ^ * • . 

m^^t'ing the requirements, , 

-It is possible that this minor point that could be- . 
seen and dealt wifh as a "thing" and not an ^xdea 

' "**;*.■ , ' ' 

is settled and a solid f,eeling of accomplishment 

^ f ' '' 

soothes the jai^Ued nerves. , • 

' ^ ' '* * 

5-3 The requirement for a,^ record of "accessions 

seems to be a perfectly legitimate 'request. Certainly - 

' most libraries have control aver their order^f and 

maintain records to show where the materials are 

located. * ' . " . ^ v 

5-^ A shelf list is rathel: readily defined': . it 

is a list .of materials- arranged in the'ord^r of ' 
its appearance on the shelf. Yet one library report's, 
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A shelf lisc is not necessary for our 
particular operation. A file consisting 
of ^ card for each class we receive has 
proved sufficient for both accessioning - 
and retrieval. Also, 1, think that the 
establis-hment and maintefnance' of a shelf- ^ 
list record for every item received would 
place undue demands. . , . - 

Another "does not have a' shelf list.''. Numbered 
series are checked in by; title. " [ . exptana t ion 
of how these are ' arranged nor types of records 
for other than numbered."] Others do not, *have a 
shelf list. . .operate with efficiency and provide " 
_in-depth servi.c.e to their patrons." ' • ' ' 

■Some contrue t^he regulation to require, a -separate 
card for each publicatio.n received, and to disa^loj^ 
forms designed for checking numbered, serial oj:,V annual'. * 

^ The recommendation is unfair -to thos-e libraries 
u^ing a system othe.r than Superintendent of Documents. 
One respondent wondered if the Sufioc niimber is" ' 
used t;hat feuch. It demands a duplicate record, 6bme 
say. Documents in an integrated collection can 
be retrieved by the main entry dn the public l:ard 
catalog* This car'd carries the' doeuments{symb,ol 
for cross-verification. \ >' . 

The official Xil^rary can' crarify the r'ecommenda tions 
and perhaps give examples jJs how 'to meeV with the [ ' 
least amount' of disruption, ' . 

In strictly unofficial"^ conversations", here- and 
there, a solution is offered. If an entire 
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series is catalogedv, the inf*brmat»ion 'pan be Vecx>raed 
' in either of two ways which would fulfill the recjuirement. 



One way has been showed in the discusslpn above. 



\ 



The other' is a "round-about," The cla.gsiflcation ' 

numbers [at the very least; the add itian* of f-the ' . ' 

main entry adds to its effectiveness] or the routxng 

, of unclassified documents can be entered on . the 

Item catd. The bulk of serials already cla*ssified' 

can very easily phoke the system. Because the. Library. 

of Congresi^ ,ca t,alogs' relatively few monographs, 
* » * 

and thbse not always timely, original/cataLoging 
is frequently the^rule. Here certain^Iy, double 

^ ; / 

. records will be nece*ssary to assure imme^diate retrieval 
of a do^:ument in 'the* -cataloging process. '* " . 

This requirement can* also impose a burden 
on a small staff, one that does all of its own ^ 
processing and typing 'of- cai;dg . . ^ ^ - ^ 

Again, some liave assumed that if the depository 
box-es have been \opened and any claims necessary 
,^ade, the items can be arranged in ord^er and in 
a sense 'are "processed" and can be acces^sed. 

Some compromise will*- have tp be reached between 
' the^demand f^or ,comp'l'eted, cataloging 'and the reality 
of temporary records t^at will p*rovide accessibility. 

The st'ipula't ion that do.cuments be available 
to the public ten days from receipt is called irapqssibLe 
• by those ^libraries which fully caXalog an^ c-la^sify ' 
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ddcumenb-g in an ^integrated collection. To m^e^ep^ 
this requirements all depository docuntents wouM 
have to .be marked '^pr ior ity ^ " . " rush . " 
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The 5uperintendertt''*.&f 'Dt)C*umerits mu,st set- the 

.standard f,or s.tdti'stical* c,ount - of the publipations 

•,Eftas.sii|g through the depository- .sys'tfem/ the ' Amer ican 
' *' .• •■- /* . - 

.Library Association ll)a^§ had more tihan one method • 

' ' • ' "' .■■.•.»•, 

of requesfing . statistic str jnpnogrdp'h; periodfcal ' 

■ - ' ■ 

•(-variously defined av.«^ t it^e ^appear itvg in a frequency 

* . ' * , * ' ' '> ' ' ' * \ ^ 

^•^p^ttern up ^to senri-annyal ) , seriarl (t;it:le appe^rln^ 

r : ^ : ^ , - - 

on a-£reguency pat re-rn • from selndi-atinual ) ; or irregular. 
At times , individ;aal ilsue's'bf a "p*eribdieal" * * 
.were aot; to, be c.ounte,4; , the completed, volume then ' 
is one (^1) ad'ded t:6 the coll ec t ion 'ihe ^American 

Associa tio^n^ of Law ^Libraries ^counts tlie - individual 

• 1* ^ ^ " ' 

pieces -as'^^'dded^ tci the collection. , : 

I ' . » ' , " 

Material, wh\ich is later cumul^t ed presents 
' * . ^^-^ 

anothei: problem. Is it coun<ed^,as it arrives, and 

later Q<)-unted as Vit.Hdriawn? ■ Are changes (to bis' inserted 
counted at' all?.;* Ha.ndling all t:lr\s material involves ' 
time atvd r eso-urces ,. yet the numbers do not appear ' 
in the flaal statistics of documents added to the 
co'lL^ct ion / ' ^ ■ 

Th.ia library must keep a list- of "pieces handled" 
•t;o help_,to justify a- request^ *f or v^ore 'of everything . 



Maintenance of fhe Collection * . . ' ^ 

-Financial consider^tionsy^perhap^| 'more^ than 
any , other single factor', de^termln^ ' the p-hyslcal • ^ ' , ' 
conditions housing the coll^^^ti'C^ apd the staf^i^g ' 
devoted to governnvent publications. 'Libr^ary buildings - 
xan be rearranged only so far, and Mie>nurab.er and. j 
quality of staff can not always keep -pac-e with the 
nejed . ^. 

Not even in the sixties, during the growth 
of colleges and the -frantic building of ■ buildings , " 
eould the ideal of space and Itght-ing and layout 
be aoh ie ved . ^ , ' • 

The infteres't in documents is of fairiy rehfent 
vintage, and persons thoroughly ' trained in ttie" 
intricacies of-third forms and s.equet\^es and bibliographical 
cojitrol, are not so numerous. 

^ Very frequently, the binding budget of^ a library 
is one^of the first items to be cut. Administrations 
rationalize, ''The material is l\ere, it. is on the 
shelf , it is available. " Never mind that bind'ing 
makes it easier to shelve, to use, less likely t'o 
disappear'. ^ - ^ ' ' ^ 

< Buckram a ad vifiyl' binding is not the best answer *> 

- . ' ' .-A • • - . - ■ • ■:, 

to-' all th^e , documents. • .Titles- kept up to date by ^ ' ' ' ^ 

^ahange and addenda pages require notebooks or binders- 

/ ^ \ - ^'^ ^ ' 

fpi; ea^e ,of processing. Cardboard pamphlet binders ' " , 



, serve to make easier shelving of titles frequently revised, 

^ ^ Sbm6 commercial pubUshers provide binders - at a. price - ^or 

•loose ^eaf Services 05. monthly/quarterly publications wh'ich are 

later cumulated ijito final bound volumes. * - ^ 

All th^se are increasii^ly expensive^to maintain. ' - , 

-V ^ Thes^ %nd other factors have their impact on the quality of maintenance 

of the collection. Individual institutions tend -to set their own ' 

' ' ■ ■ c ^ ■ ^ ' ^. 

priorities. • If depository collections are to be ke'pt according to a 

stafidard set by^ thfe Superintendent of ^Documents, some kind of firianaial ^ 

.^suppojrt should b^accprded to depository libraries. " > ' 

If a title can not >e immediately located, a record jnust"^ be ' ./ ^' 

> ^' r ,1 , 

'-made. At l^st th£ee.(3) follpw-up searches -'preferably no/alwayy by 
the same person - should be made for the missing piece. Thenin^ 
every* effort to replace- it. irit is in print; replacement should be ^ 
obligatory. Reprints and raicro-repcoductions^ are- available for most 
'^f the histprically important ahd heavily used" serials. Individual 

titles cajj be bought -in some format. Agal-n, replacement should -be at the 

' . ' ' * ■> 

discretion of the library. ^ - ■ ^ ^ \ ^ * 

Replacement copies are considered "depository" and are to be treated 

c ' ' ^ ' ' ' ^ . ' 

•as such. 

c » « » * 

.Kechanisms for makings available to other libraries unneeded 

pubJ^ications are the sti^mbling block. Do^cum^nts people are \isually more 

than anxious to pas^' on^ their publications tb< another library wWre'they ' 

"/iillay be on the "want list." ' " , • - 

f ' * .- ♦ 

1 

The five%ear detention period caused little comment. .^'^Presymably 




because such a large numbers of depositories 'have been established' 
iiivthe 1960's and 1920 's, and 'there was^o minimum number of items 
requ>ired to be selected, the situation has not reached "crisis", 
•propof^ons in many libraries. However, one librarian speaks hotly about 
"retaining all hard copy forever and ever, unless replaced by 
microfilm or. microfiche. So many, of the items are of -ephemferar ' ' ^ " 
interest, and sheer bulk prohibits such a system anyway. I think this 
is the purpose of the Regionals.; they supposedly fif^e a copy of everything 
they have received since they started as Regionals. With all our 
woncfe'rful systems of ILL and sha^d resources, it should be possible 
for anyone to get a copy of wanted material. I can't see th^. point of t,. 

tie libraries all over liaving to retain 'hard copy. Many of them 
.eannqt, afford such.-l<jxunles -as ^lictb-print^'cdTtions. 'Xiso. .many oSf the ^ 
A-t&Ss are printed on such popr .pa'f>W7"arid are so poorly turned out that 
they would never hold up for ,a long time, anyway." ^ ^ 

J^^believe that this person is Msunderslfanding something somewhere. 
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Staffing 

"A capable individual could assume liaison responsibilities after a 

.probationary period of less than a year, even without graduate library 

training. This guideline smacks of credent ialisra" • ' 

* ' ' ' * . 

, "Two years experience is not necessary for this function. ' 

. . • • ^ 

"...trained librarians wiTh a. knowledge of American politics and' 
government/. .Unless a ^qualified person is in charge of the col'lectiofi 
and servicing it, then* adequate service ds not really being provided." 
But what of medicine and health, physical and chemical sciences, and all 
of the myriad other subjects found in documents? 

Perhaps the difference of opinion arises from the multiplicies of 
. activities' in'volv^dk-''^If the rec'oWndation^were so arranged' as to 
group together mechanical tasks and "intellectual" interpretation, it j 
would make clearer the documents complex. ; • - 

This$chematic design will tend to have a greater impression and 
administration, and make it more amenable to increased support. 

Fot it seems self-evident that outstanding-indeed, even 'effective 
service is possible only with_£taff^well::igj:ou^^ of interests, 

tiojx car^..^^ry - readily and 
level of 



-^he^^^lTaxson, personi in^a separate 



obvidusly be directl^^spons^bi^tp^^^e adm 





Documents Jivi^ioii^juader_^a_Ee which may be' 

unff^r Public Service often '-adds backr-up and staffing in non-peak hours, and 
extended hours. ^ . V 
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In an Integrat^, or partially integrated collection, all or some of 
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the documents are processed in the Acquisitions and Catalog De^i^t merits'. ' 

In- such situations, separate records of 'docvimehts activities -ciy be'* 

kept, coLlatecV. by the liaison^^ person, and Submitted directly to the * ' 

administration, Some lil)ra|ies which ^iktegfat^ th;pir collection may- not - 

maintain separate 3tatistics%>xv acquisitions, • cataloging, 'reference," 

- • ^ \ ' ^' ' * 

circulation, but count thenv a^part of the^ libraries as a whole, • 

Still, one pdrson does maintain control of. the functions named in 

' t ' . • ' , 

acquisition's and cataloging; . ^ . . 

^ i « ' * - 

the type^of library 1 the- jxumbejirs_and kinds of items selected, the 

•1 . - s . 



kinds of service requir^ all Ijave their influence ^in_:dSsgiSns|3ih^=d5^^ 
for a given library. ^ - ^ 



• • The jproposed •ratio o£ professional to support staff is a helpful 

' ' ^ § • : 

figure to present to administration. Of equal value is a standard by 

which each department 'c^ri rate its-own performance in terms of quality 

of work. One* can extrapolate-^ ranting of quality of work that can be expected. 

These figure's ai/e open tb jdiscussion. A separate documents collection 
can say that^it doesV^r^doe^^ the guideline. Compliance in i<\ 

an integrated collection is less easily determined- 

The workshops , for- Regional librarians held in connection wi\th A,.L.A^ 
are a fotr^ard step. -If they. could be held before Saturday (most oJ^^ the 
dbcumfents acti\fitie^ are^ finished Thulrsday)*" they j[iight_ attractL^ome^^ho 
can not stay the extra time, * ' 



» • . State professional ""organizations encourage l^xviix^^^^^^^Sr^t 
their annual meetings^ and preconferenc^ meetings as-x^ell. Some^library 
schools are awarding Continuing Education Units (CEU) points. for particiTpation 
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1r recognized work-shops,. 



Adiainistrative t}pulies vary' 'widely in their ^foopferation wifh.-;^ 



their Staff. . Professional leav^ at /f aOTp^^ one \optiibAT . 
ot registraUon^^ees a further Purchase of study^ raateri^l^ to* be used in 
a workshop. Partial reimbursement of ^^rajjel ^unds, of lodging, af . food. 
,Any; or combinations,, pr -all of thes^ financial helps -'may be available. 

Such monies .may , be more fortljpoming for "professional" rather ■ 
than for "support" staff, 'even though the latter maif have iaaior':; . \ 
responsibilities. 



'Space Standards ^' ' ' \ ^ * ^ 

The ideal de-scribed in Section 8 is the drjeam :of administrator, rff 
every librarian, of every patron. \Jbat can be done is to study -the 
gi^idelines and implement as many . suggestions as* are possible. 

The building is. what it is, and complete, reiToVation, additions, 

; - • " ; 

new facilities are hard to come by. .True.,, a little imagination, a lot of' 
ingenuity, a strong b^ck can work small miracles. The best -the documents 
librarian in a separate collection can do is to seek equal treatment.^ 

There are arguments pro and con for open shelf servi ce fo r a collection 
of .great size, i/hether it^^bej^^i^ra^ged by Superint endent of Documents 
Xla«si:^icajJiyac:or;^ai\y other 



—t-. library 'cagZ^nanci 




-bind^n hard— copy all its document 
holdings. Several piece^^iii^.a nuraSered series can be bouni^^tlT^ single 
volume. - Along come r^^isions, and they must stand alone. Periodicals' • 




B-31 



44 



. -31 • 

' ■ ■ • • 

. * , : 
->•/-♦■'•■■'" . 
, can be "bourtlt when a volume is complesta. Several years of the'ahnual 

rep,ort of an agency can be under on? cover. But what of the thousands of ' 
. * -. ■ ' * ♦ ' 

' Qonographic titles r^ceivecT. each year? The best mo^t' libraries -can hope 

'to af fora is to put in hard cover significant studies. • ' . 

- ^ /Because d^greater maj=ority 'of documents are "paper" than trade ' 
• .publications.,^ these present more housekeepfoi problems. Reference (back to 
that question again) arid frequently used materials certainly belong on open 
shelves in an area. comfortable and convenient, with staff members riear 
at hand ' to. give help aad^dvice. / ' " ' . • * 

i^^' t.^^^f""^^^ ^ociuneots. coll^ctioriTTnostT^AMijCan' be in-Ji«rttfcrjJUed" :' 
^ stacks.- Then depending upon the given situation, staf f^raeraber (or page) ,* 
can bring. the requested title to the patron. If the person needs to use 
a long run of a series,, or to browse in a given area, he can do so. 
8-9\ In some libraries microforms, their equipment, and service 

have a central location. There is a good case for this practice "until clear 
• . irfdications such as the ,slze of the documents microforms holdings and/br 
• the traffic in documents in microform justify diverting "equipment and 
staff to an ancillary area." There is the argument on the other hand 
, that the vagaries of documents physical forms and bibliographical control are 

^est served by one, familiar with "them. „ - ' 
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.___..Ih^n6werf-emphasis on,^|he^i^ssity that the deplository be open to 
^he geniral public for free use vf depository publications is posing- some" 
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problems for libi^aries "in private Institutions, academic and research. 

The library *with a separate collection can more e'asily conform * 
to this major requirement fJt obtaining a^d retaining depository status. 

As with other guidelines," 9-2 ^fresents a dilemma managing the 
-integrated cdllectiont perhaps because many of the questions suggested 
:here ate tr^diti4nally answered by the reference department, many documents 
•collections are a part of that department* Particularly a,c,d,e,f within 
the compass of that area. A general information Deslc,- centrally located, 

• very frequently can take care of -questions not requiring detailed 

• knowledge** ^•^ - f^* ^ V ' ' J-^^v * ' 

- ^Som'e have in the past interpreted the instructions t?Q^ depositories 

materials 

td mean that all depository^ must be circulated* It is good that the 
' guidelines spell out the option open to the library.* 

- If the depository has microforms furnished by the Depository, and 
none substituted for original depository materials*, .is it then required 

• that, they ^^^^ish copying facilities f^r reproducing documents in microform 
purchased from corame^ial producers? 



-Cooperation With the GPO 

^The extended time of 45 days is a wise revision of the instructions. 
This^xramatically increased numbers of documents' available has 



straineidthe resources of depositaX4Les.__The^^ze of the collection is not 
the only factor that pqses diff iculH:^ libra'rieZwS^^ 
generally have a small staff. All things are relative. " ^ 
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• Claim forms, are to""be^lised^a^ reporting publicatsions not 

^received, 'incomprete, incorrectly collated-, or damaged. 

Deppsitories can lose their status if they are consi^stently reported 
negligent in their relationships with the Superintendent of Documents.* 

\ ' Int;eriibrary Cooperation 

. A Naticmal Depository Library does not exist. The collection pulled 
'together' Ei^pii the Librarjr of the Superintendent of Documents and/ttlat"^ 
the Nation'al Archives is an approximation. Divided opinion as to what its 
function should be ^as precluded f±»al d-ecisions. Presen,tly,-it will 
sell electro-atatic copies or micro-rreproductions of tbe non- 
copyrighted items held, - 

Regional libraries stand a^ltfie most likely source of help to 
selective depositories under their responsibility, and to other regionafs. 
-2,3 Mechanisms for implementing- guidelines 2. and 3 are almost too - 
cumbersome to be widely us^d. The staff time required to ifeed the * 
collection of unwanted item§ (and who has figured a Way to tag in advance 
monographs that will bbviously be discarded, or duplicated copfes that 
will be needed no longer than the five-year period?) takes ari inordinate > 

- . V 

Share of the documents operation, • ^ 

T:he instruction that says full ideiitif ica£i6n.'must be given intimidat 
the giver. If call number, or title,, or serial title only could be used, 
compiling the ♦list might be a more realistic undertaking. 
• _ . Duplicating lists to be sent to all depbsitories ^in the state* and 
perhaps to other Regionals is an expense. W^ich library bears .tKeT)runt of 
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such an intrusions on its operating budget? llhich libtary notifies the' 
Superintendent of Documents? 

\ Th& instructions are not clearly stated, and should be reworded. 

Could the Regional serve as a central clearinghouse for ^H/ant lists"? 

.This could serve that area only, or suc^h lists might be sent to all Regionals. 

This still does not solve the problem of what to do with weeded documents 

.until a reasonable time for them has elapsed. • . " 

• • • 

11-4 How great a time lag is reasonable before a library reports to 

the Superint^dent of Documents new Federal publications not listed 



in the Monthly Catalog ? t , 

If the library makes such a report, gives what bibliographical 

^ . ^ . ' ' ' • . 

* information, photographs, the cover, gives pagination, can it. then ask 

that a numbe^r assigned, for that publication immediately? The source of 
acquisition can also be told, to help the official library more easily 
'tcace a copy for itself. ' , 

11-5 , The meaning of this guideline is not clear. Does ±V make known its 
own holdings? How can, it provide ' tools ^ to identify the holdings of 
another library? A commercial publisher has offered for sale a unio\i 
catalpg^^of^depository libraries and the items selected by* them. Within the 
region, libraries can agree to colleot in certain subject areas^ or are 
known to be particularly strdng in some field, and their collection can 
he tapped.* - ^ * ^ * 

- — I/^he "Item Book" in * the ^jjj^xary^-e^-tt^^ of Documents 

is being .computerized- *Soiiie thought has been given to making this 
available,^ as a depository item itself on fiche. If this Is done, it can be 

48 ■ . 
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kept up to'date* If a printed copy is the form, it could be revised 
|)eriodically and the Regional be responsible in the interim. 

Some Regionals do ask the libraries to send copies of their ' 
selections, and make a domposite list. The Instructions « be read' to ' ^ 



mean tljat selective libraries are to send to the Regional, from each survey,^;- 

a lisf of items not selected and to await permission to discard any samples 

* * • ■ » 

received. If the list can be positive, the machinery is almost set up.. 

11-7 -This unqualified statement of loan policies is in direct contrast 

to Sectiort 9t3, which says that libraries have the option of setting' ' ' 

. ' e • . \ ...... \ • ^ 3 — 

their own policies for use^of materials outside the library, 

' Most libraries do not lend "reference" materials'-rbibliographies, 
dictionaries, compilations of statistics, statutes or codes, of ^ laws, , / 
bound periodicals. If materials such as these can be excluded, tKen n 
the policy sounds reasonable, 
11-8 ' **The intent and extent" is unclear. Dc^s this mean in lieu 'of 

int:erlibrary loan? If it means for individuals, it could place an 

burden on" the library* Sad to say, this privilege can be atused and ^ 
^ the possibility of an unstricted flow of free materials to be added to 
one's personal library set temptations in the way of the bibliophile, of 
the serious researcher, and of the lazy. ^ . * 

This unfunded e^jpenijl^ devolving upon a library, contrary to its 
financial responsibility to make its cppy service self-supporting, 
must in some way be controlled. 

The library should.be able to^make the same charges for photocopies of 
. government', publications as it does for other photocopies provided in- 

^.nterlibrary loan and personal requests m§de a^ this library,' but also 
serves as a guideline for depositories. * , ^ - 
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Regional Depository » ' . ' ' 

* * * ' * / * *« «« • 

i The problems of accessibility to documents collections in the West have 

been explored earlier. " Nor th^ Dakota, has a 'split regional' in an effort to 

- ■ s 
alle-viate the situation there! The stress on, .regionals in densely populated 

areas has drawn less attention, New Yoik, with 72 depositories has. one 

» * ' ' '•■>'*, 

••• regional. A number of years ago, 'librarians discussed the necessity for, 
. at the least one in the New York City area and one in the northern: part. 

of the* stare. - ^ ^ ^ ' 

* * 
California has 96 libraries. Distances between som^ of--these libraries 

and their regionals are greater fhan the distances between some lib^arielwith- 
•fewer people. It is unrealistic to expect one library to perform for 95 all 
the function^required of a Regional. - ' 

Qther inequities can be shown. And other situations. , Hawaii, 
thousands of miles awa^y from other states, has no Regional tQ absorb the- 
collections that should be available, 'but can't be. One library was 
established* in 1907, anoth'er in 1929. The others date from the 1960's. 
It is reasonable to require that a Regional ^raust be an existing depository 
with an adequate, retrospe^ive collection, spape, continuing basis of 
financial support. But if no library in the^tate Ji^hMOje coliectiong 
and th^ spade is willing to assume responsibility and some lesl^f'bot 
space will agrfee fo,do the best it can with what it has, then that 
depository should be designated a Regional. Then with the help of ^SeeUye • 
• depositories, its collection could be improved. With the Regional status 
established, the administration then could Increase financial support to 
obtain materials 'generally considered too basic. The nature and extent of 
these can very well vary from one region to another. 

. 50 



, . The Regiqnfl system -will not 4o1vq -problems' and <:an not be all 
things to all people. But library tWfe Rroposes' to offer its' • 



facilities, spice; time, st^Jj. sKould\bW;:kgir^a^id^upo^ ^ the'stat^ library ^ 
authority and /by the- gelectlve. depo&itories involved. V . 



.The "Guidelines makes lib mention .of .-^ recond^f^datldn, fr.oln the ^- 



12-2 - 



Senator vpr Representaf ive ^n whose district . the dqposi^ory is slt.ifated, but 
this has been a requirement, ' r ^ 

The -proposed exten^e^micfTopub^ of materials ^^f 6^ depositories 

^ ^ r ^ ' * ' ' ' -'^ V ' ' ' * 

will serve t(x ^lleviate strictuies pf iioney, s^ace, -tims, ^taff^ :Be- 
' ' • > - ^^^^^ ' 



^ can 



cjuse selective, depositotie^c^p^discard a,i5/o/ ;repj^ce;-^ the'^. 
Regional may be abie to dc'qQire in hard Vopf vital , dspulnents^whic^r ti^ ' 
utilize itj that form, gnd/oF h^-'^ <luplicated__coDies._: 

' '* • ■ "^^ ^ "^iT^ ■ 

The requirement thatjhe Regional atrtfiipt ' to ilnf)leti^ 
collectiojis must have some teeth. ^ Aff-administVatiQg^ accepting- -t-he^ ' 1 
responsibility of a Regional must be, encouf aged rather strongly to me^ " 
its obligations. ' ' , . ' ' " ' ^ 

Regionals niay be perfectly willing and able- to conduct workshops and ' 
training sessions for libtarie^ within^their region, but if the libraries ^ 
^tlja^.need such services the most do not seeVa^h s¥rvices,«^er respond^' to 
offers nor Attend sessions held, there is notliing th^the Reg! 



-So.. with^onsultat'ive services. ^ " 

^ S^ome se-l-ec't4le depositories do notTrespond^ to correspdndeitee from, the 




t notice of- amended selections, do not cor- 



-Regionalj^do not^bmi 

nor coop^te^ith oth^^Jibraries within 'tliTr^gofti^ 




Too often it is- the^ibrariSs- th^ are well organizedr>±t|i-gc}od 
collections and interested"^ and^^ei^ staff thaL^t^d wox^kshops , ii^^ 
suggestions, 'seek help. * ' ^ 
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, , . The personal jLn3pqctiQi> can have a positive effect in this area. . The 



representative should Insist that; tjie Select JCv^e depositories .respond to * * 

/\ ' • ^ * ' \ 

requests for^ help from them, and offers of li6lp tq them. * Repeated r 

delinquencies on ^the patt of the selective <;a^ be as disastrous as >^ * , 

if ailur e^ o£ the Jlegionai to^ debits share*.*. ; . " - T^^.^ 

In truth, the ^requirement that a' Regional ^serve as. a clearinghouse ior 

' ' ' *^ ' ' ' , ? : > ' \ - ' ' 

screening withdrawn documents and th^ official 'directive to i^nsuiffe 
availability of. depository n|aterials in the region is the thing .that is ' 
new iii^the system.- ^ • . , . a 

. l^&s't deposi.tory ^li^brarians have extended courtesies to each, hav^ tnet 
a^ professional organizations to discuss their mutual interests and to'' offer 
solutions to problems, have told ^ each. otiSr^^oT^^d^ documents to be - 
acquire^lv^ee, or at ^mi iilmum" cos t-; 

There is li&rle. disagreement concerning the requirement for selected 

Those su^gestetih^M^^fo^ ttx"e\most part accepted. Some insist 

Federal Register , Weekly 



f inai^Ssties^-ofthe Congressional^^^c 
Compilati on of President^iK^o^eats be avail ahOe^^^icrofori^^^ deposit 
with hard copy /indexes. 

; ' . ^\ . Most respondents agree* , 

that beyond those titles, there might be others just .as n^essary for ' 
a library serving priraarily^^Tp^rti^yilar field in law^ medicine, health, 
general public* Xhey want a long and detailed list of "must" ^o more than 
they want to be compelled to- choose" a given .per cei^tage of all of f etdngs . 



Depplsit'ory status^ is inileed'a privilege.. It -allows>a5i institution .to " 
^hdve a collection of . matecfals covering the range of buman activities, 
•varying ia their appeal from casual^intere^t to' definitive- Research; -%A11' 
this with a minimum amount of , effort, time, and money. '\^at IjVrary could 
attemp;t to purchase all ^he^.thqusands*' C3i-^iec^ through the 'C 

system'? • • ' ' . ' ' ^ . ' * 



JleBt)ondent&. unifdrnay %rferaise the J)hilosophy of the d^positoryl^^'systeta.. 
y are glad . to receive so many ekcitlng *and stimulating, publicatioas of 
use> to;fa.cutt.y-, staJff, public; ^ TlW ^are enthu$iasCi<r ,abtyTlt this usef'uL- , 
and -worthwhile material. ^ r . ' , ^ ' - 

They , are concerned than ^government publications be mad^ available o,to 

^ - ~ • -> 

the widest possible audience. Thus constant refrain ttiat " some p^o vision ^- 
be made f oV Regionals where they are needed, -even if such a- need may - ' ^ 
exc'^e^cl the now l^imited two per state, -or emcom'pass more 'than one state; or 
"e^^^h^ve geo8ra>l4c^^t^^xitj.on "rather than state ^^iindaries as the 
foundafion^f the system* 
^ Th^ guidelines should^-restucht^^ re-aligned. There is no distinction 
between minimpm and maximum requirements; "B^een th^^deal and tHe practical. 
^^-"■^ ^ requirVd^^st of ^titles- and a percentagi of sei^ies available to 
depositories^Tiajr-be^iiiade mandatoty, s6me of the standards seem to be beyond 
the reach of any^e^cfept^th^^most^ endowed. vWhat is the limit of tiumb^^^ 

of staff to serve the cpll^ction^^^ Perhaps a minimum st;aff .for technical 
processing can be p^tulated, but interpretation- of the collection an^ \' 



reference and bibliogtaphici service' and" searches can not be d&twrmined by V 
numbers alone. . " ' . - ' ^' , 

"^'Some consider,ation should be given td making the . standards 'either 

luniforraily minimal so that a depository's performance, qan^e measured by 

'the §xWt,-to whidh it exceeds the minimum or uaiformily' maximal so that' 
.[ ^ . \ . ^ ^ ' _^ f / 

'fevaluatl9n is, based on the' degree to wliicrh a ^depositbry" approaches th^ ide-al 

• *, If the inspection program is to s^atisfy oiie pf stated functions, -some 

- • ' • - , ' / • . 

^quantitative system should be devisLd tliarwill make possible an.objective,- 

as well as subjective, evaluation of a d.epo3itOry. . ■ - ' • / . ^ 

As might be expected,^ dri over riding theme is the demand^ fpr financial ^ 
^a^sist^tce^ liiirari^^^ ^" Th^ need was expressed at' e'vefy"^ 

tum^ arid, th^re seems little reason to -belLabor tlie point' hete. 

The ^charge from the Council was for 'suggestions for change in the 

Proposed Guidelines/ Let it be noted .that negatj.ve reaotionsi are in the 

minority. A curs6ry examination of the resp9nses shows^ that higher 

/ - • 

standards are suggested, not lower* ' ^ ^ ^ ^' , ,^ 

^ . / ^ ^ ' ^ " ^ * V 

i\nd so this report ends on an optimistic note* 
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Goverhipent Depo'sitory Libraries 



Dates of Establishment 



State 



Tat^l Nui^ber of 
Depository Libraries 



Regional 



Nos. Established 



I960' 



1970 's 



Alabama \ 


^ :^ 2^ -^.^ 


. I860 


10 


1 




10 ' ^ 


1907 • 


3 . 


2 - 


, Arkansas-^ 


'l4' 


NONE 


5 " 


1 


N California 


96 . \ 


1895' ' 


49 


17 ' 


■ Canal Zone - 


1 > 


None 


1 


• NONE 


Colorado . 


20 ^ 


1879 


6 


3 


Connecticut , 


• 18 " 


UNKNOIW 




4 • 


Delaware ^ < 


7 


NONE 


2 


2 


District of Columbia 




NONE 


10 


6 


Florida 


33 -« 


1907 


• 11 


11 


^Georgia 


. 24 ^ 


NONE 


4 


4 


Guam f ' » ' 


1 * 


NONE 


' 1 


NONE 


. Hawaii ' 


,'11 


NONE 


^8 


1 


Idaho 


9 


1907 


'1 


2 


Illinois ' ^ 




UNKNOW 


i7 


8 


Indiana 


30 ■ • 


Unknown 


12- 


1 


Iowa 




1884- *. 


3 • 


5- '■ 


Kansas , , 


'16 


NONE 


6 


6 


Kentucky 


- 20 ■ . 


1907 


:^ • 


4 


Louj^sl^na 


22 


1907 • 


9 


1 


Maine ^ 


11 


1907 » 


3 


1 


^Maryland 


20 . 


1925 


7 • 


3 


Massachusetts 


29 


^859 


9 


4 ' 


/Michigan ' 


.. . 45 


1868 
UNKNOra 


20 


7 - 


Minnesota 




1907 


5 


3 


Mississippi 


10 » 


NONE • 




1 


Missouri - 


.•26 


NONE 


8 


3 


Montana 


, i ' 


' 1909 


1 


1 


- Nebraska ' 


'» 12 


1972 


2 


2 


Nevada ^ < . 


6 ' . 


1909 


NONE 


3 


New Hampshire 




NONE 


2 


3 > 


New Jersey 


36' ■» 


1906 


17 


6 


New Mexico 


• -10 , ^ ■ 

* - 


1896 
1960 . 


3 


3 


' New York 


^ 72 


UNKNOM 


27 


7 

•9 


North Carolina 


32 ^ ■ 


1884 


12 


7 


. North' Dakota 


10' • 


1907 


3 • 


1 ^ 


\Ohio, 


•51 


UNKNOWN 


16 


9 


Okl^lioma 


, 19, • '* 


1893 


3 


3 


Oregon 


.15 


1963 * 


6 


1 


Pennsylvania 


■ 53 .. 


UNKNOWN 


22 


9 


Puerto Rico 




NONE 


1 


-NONE 


Rhode Island 


9 


NONE 


4 


ptlE . 


South Carolina 


la 


NONE 


' 10 


South Dakoa - ' ' 


, ,10 . ~ 


"NONE 


4- 


. 1 


Tennessee 


'23 : . . 


NONE 


5 


7 



V 
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Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 

Virgin Islands 
Virginia 
JJashington , 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
TOTAL 



55 






UNKNOIJN 
"1935 


'25 


20 


11 


- 




1907 


4 


3 - 


8 






NONE 


3 


NONE 


3 






NONE 


1 . 


2 


31 






1910 


9 


9 


- 16 








6 ' 


1 


13 • 






1907" 


■2 


2 . 


28 






1870 


12 


2 ■ 


7 






UNKNOWN 


h 


0 


1160 








424 • 


207 





APPENDIX G 



AuisUnt Public PtifAtr • 
• Stp«ftnUftdtRt o( Oocumtnts 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 



WASHINGTON. D,C, 20402 
March 22, 1976 



Mr. LeRoy Schwartzkopf . ^ 

Federal Documents Task Force Coordinator 

The Library * . . 

Univefsity-of ."Maryland 

College Park, Maryland ,20742 

Dear Mr. Schwartzkopf : 

The members of the Depository Library Council to the Public Printer have 

drafted the enclosed "Standards ajid Guidelines" for potential use in the ' 

operation of the Depository Library Program. On a provisional basis, through 

1976, the Depository Library Insfiectors are being requested to use them as a 

guide and to help evaluate their effectiveness and applicability. 
m 

Copies have been distributed to 1,186 Depository Libraries. in the program. 
The thoughtful criticism of Depository libraries throughout the United States 
is being solicited. In the light of tHese criticisms, and feedback from the 
inspection program, the Council will prepare a final version which will be 
recommended for incorporation by the Public Printer into the Depository 
Library Program. 

Your ^office is also being asked to provide a review and formal comment on 
the "Proposed Standairds and Guidelinef . Any insight you can provide in 
evaluating tfieir effectiveness, applicability* or need for change^ will be 
much appreciated by members of the Council and this Office. 

Please direct your reply to this'office before September 1, 1976, if at all 
possible. If you have^any questions or require any further information, 
feel f re^ to write me. ^ ' *' 

Sincer^y youths. 



SEY 

Direc^r^ Library and 
Statutory Dlst/ribution Service 




Enclosures 
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APPENDIX D 



' • AMlyaia of Proposed Standards aod Guidelines for Deposito^ SJ^^fL 
vith connLts and reconneadations for aoendaent of the Depository LxDrary Act 

■ • , by 
LeHoy C. Schwarzkopf 
Government Documenls Librarian, University ©f Maryland 
" . ~lferch-22, 1976 

A ma1or deficiency of the proposed standards and guidel^s for deposi- 
tory UWes is a failure to distinguish between the le^ f!^"^!"!;*' . ' 
fo?^thel^types of depository libraries est^mshed the DePJ^itory 

spirit of the law is expressed in the letter of the law^, 

-The Depository Library Act (chapter;l9. Title 44. ^^l^j'"" 
called the "Acf/estabUshes two mainferoups of depositojy 1^^®^' J; 

S^,and the Virgin Islands respectively". («e«^°^J505, and 1909; 
•ttTScond group, or «law" designations (the. term is used Act) 
SclSes^rSi sub-groups and several .sub-guh-groups as follows: 

5» Land-grant colleges (section 19O6) 
4. J^Bderal libraries (section 1907) 

" a. Executive department libraries 

' b. Service academy libraries. 

c. Independent agencies ' - — " 

d. . Subordinate' major bureaus or divi8lQns^f2__ 

V. ' I executive departments / ' . 

» -e. Suboidinaje major bureaus or divisions or 

independent agencies 

. ^ Wi22: MSI-^. authorised by - 

gSt^iiif^^rvoiume 57, part i* section 245) 

' - An analysis of the statutory authority for the ''^^^^ff'^^J;^^ ^ 
indicSeHSt the Act requires clarification in s«yeml oases. First j 
Se statutory authority for designation °^ "State libraries is not cie r. 
"State libraries" are mentioned only once in . 
■ 1903 dealing with "distribution of publications to depositories . 

."Upon request o^the-Superintendent- of fj*-' ^g'^lher ' ^ 

pf the Govemm^tWering the PrSl!^°-^4^ -i?tJiMLf?iLi " 
Lcrease or deSeaee the nj5>]^r-ot^oges.or pubUcations fumi^ed 



- -2- 

for distribution to designated depositories and State librarieB so r 
that the plumber of copies is equal to the number of libraries en ^ t' 

the list. \ Copies of publications Turniahed the^ Superintendent 
=o£J)cffiigent8 for distribution to designated depository libraries 




shall Inol 



Secj;ion 1903 first mentions "degi«natiad3;gpfi^^^j^ and State , 
libraries" \diich ma^ be lnterpret'effto;i^i^^ 

' a separate category from •♦designated dej^sl^ri'es^, nK** next inentions 

_J!iibxaEiest«^ only, and then mentions "designated depositories" again but 
fails to add "State libraries" as previeusly. The legislative history of 
the depositoiy library program certainly indicates that "State llbrarie^"^ - 
are depositories designated by law. This matter should be clarified by 

< adding a separate section similar to section I906 which states that "landr - 
grant colleges are constituted depositories to receive publications subject 
to the depository laws". This new section s(|[ioaLd also clarify another matter 
which is apparently understood but not specifically stated: i.e. this "law" 
designation is limited te one "State library" per state. The J(S? committee 
print of April 1975 lists 77 depositories vteLch could qualify as "State 
libraries"/ including 10 hl^est State appelMte court libraries.. Thirteen 
' states have two state libraries each as desisted deposltbries;.vand..Wis- 

. consin and Morth Dakpta have i;hree each indicating the wide variety in^^-^ 
organization among the statesfor state library services. In .North Dakota, 
for example, the State Law Library has used the "law" designation. This, 
library also qualifies for a designation under section 1915 as the "hi^est 
State appellate court library", 'it could vacate its present "State library" 
designation^ which could then be assumed by either the State Library Cot*^ 
missltn Library which had to use a Senatorial designation, pr Iby the State 
Historical Society Library which used a Representative designation. ( 

Section 1907^which autllriaea designation of federal libraries of the 
executive baranch and independent agencies has been violated .by the design- 
nation of ^ix Circui-E Court of Appeals libraries from the Judicial Branch. 
The Act has been broadly interpreted to consider the Circuit Courts as 

- -^Tindependent -agencies". • Section 1907 should be amended to provide for 
designation of libraries of the Judicial Branch, and- also the Congressional 
Branch of the federal government. At present there are no depositor- 
ies designated from the Congressional Branch. The Library of Congress 
obtairf^ U.S. government publications under a separate section of Title 

. ^44 (section: 1718). Such an amendment weuld allow the General Accounting 
Office, for^ example, to depository status.^ ' - 

The speciaULegislatlon which designates the Public Library of the . 
District of Col^ambia ^shoul^ be repealed, and either inc#rporated into the 
Depository Library Act-as-a special designation,*" or the Conmlssloner of 
the Mstrict^Qf Columbia should use his one vacancy for such a designar 
-tiOT. TTlJill discuss other changes needed, in the Depository Libra^jr Act 
' -in my "aSratysis below of the proposed standards and guidelines. .1 will 
^-^fol lgv the or der of _the^ document, and will key my rema^ics to the specific 
paragraph number and sections "herein. . ' • 

^ r * • 
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PBOPOSEa) OBJECTIVE 



' ^ The P&posed » bbjec^tfive trieSto conform to the pirovisions of the 
Depository library Act* However, an analysis of the Act indicates a need 
for clarification, -and a specific .statement of the purpose(s) of the Act 
vMch it now lacks.* One must infer the objectives of the Act from 
sections 1901, 19Q2, 1909, and 1911# Fbr n#w, an authoritative (thougji 
deficient for reasons indicated below) statement of the objectives of the 
Act will be found in Senate Report 87-158? on H.R.8I4I, 87th Congress 
was subsequently passed as P^L. 87-579f the -Depository Library Act of 1962* 

» - — 

"The depository library system is a long-established cooperative 
pro^ g^ between the ^jfederal Government and designated major libraries 

_^>te6u^outtiie^it^^ certain classes of Government 

/^^^^^"^^ttb^tic^ians are supplied free of^cdBt-4;Q_th^^ libraries for the puiv 
X pose of maki^'^suSB^'ablicati^ns-^ix^ to the 

--America public". 




Sections I9OI and 1902 pies?nribf-4heHtS^g€a-^ 
-^y^?s_j^ch -^la^l— ^ 

have "public int€±est~or--educatipnaII5al3^ 

It also presqribes those publicatioiis not to be'distributedj i.e. "official 
use only or for st^ctly ^administrative or operational purposes", or 
"classified for reasons of national security". 

Section 1909 states that a depository should l^e ^Ircated in an area 
where it can best serve the public need". However, a further reading of 
^the sentence indi cat esL that it applies to "congressional" designai;ioris . 
only.. Another aspect which is overlooked is that section 1909 includes 
the authority of the Superintendent of Document to conduct 'inspections, 
the Bienriiel' Survey, anpl the requirement ^ot a library to contain 10,000 
books and "be accessible to the public". By making a strict interpretation 
of the letter pf the law, one could logically conclude that these require- 
ments and objectives apply only to "congressicnal" designations and not 
tav"law" designations. 



Section 1911 is usually ooiisidered^to state the •bjective tf the Act; 
i.e* "dejpository libraries shall make Government publications available for 
the'free use of the public". Rowe^«er, on reading the complete sentence one 
may logically have doubts that this statement applies to all categories 
of "law" desigr^BLtions-. The remainder of the sa^jtence reads: "... and may 
dispose of them after retention for five years under section 1912 of this 
title, if the depository library is served by a regional depository". 
Indeed, the language of section 1915 specifically excludes the hi^est State 
Appellate . court libraries from all pTOvisions tf section 1911* Section 
1907 excludes federal libraries from the maj#r provisions of section 191I: 
i.e. "Depository libraries within the executive departments and independent 
agencies may dispose tf unwanted Government publications after first of-* 
fering them to the Library of Congress and the Archivist of the United 
States", One mi^t then logically ask if federal libraries are also ex- 
cluded from the "free use" requirement of section 1911* 

T}hii0 leaves those libraries which may be searved by a regional depwi- 
tory. This includes all but a^few "congressional" designations^^i.e. 
all states and Puerto Rico, but not the District of Columbia, Guam, 
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- American Sanioa, or the Virgin. Islands. However, it also leaves several 
categories' of "law" designations which mifi^t be served by a regional, 
some of vduch are indeed thanselves regionaj. depositories: i.e. state 
libraries and land grant colleges. Finally, of the two special desiffia- 
tions, the Amearican Antiquarian Society is located in a state .whicij is 
authoriz^Jd regional depositories, vMle the I).C..,Public libraiy is not. 

•Bius, the Act needs clarification of its objectives and.- purpose. These 
should be incorporated into the Act, preferably^in an introductory section. 
What we generally consider to be the objective of the Act as stated in 
section 191I and Senate Report 87-1587 applies primarily to "congressional" 

. designations, and to a major extent to two groups of "law" designations: 
state libraries and land grant colleges. Vfhat then are the objectives for 
designating federal libraries as depositoHes? The legislative intent as 

. gleaned from the hearings on the Depository Library Act of 1962 indicates 
it was to serve their own agency personnel, and not the general public. 
,What*ls the objective for designating the highest State appellate court 
libraries if they are exempt fr«m section I9II? What is the objective 
of the two special designations? Are state libraries and land grant 

/ colleges required*^ to serve' a geographic area? 

Minimum Standards 

Paragraph 2 . Bus section should be deleted. It applies to chapter 

- lr?r Title 44, U.S. Code and not to chapter 19. It if remains, the wording ■ 
should be revised to conform to legal requirements. ISie Superintendent vf 
Documents' is requiredto prepare, a "comprehensive index" and not a "com- 
prehensive system of catalogs, bibUographies and indexes". One might in- 
■terpre't a "comprehensive system" as including, for example, the CIS Index 

^ and Congressional Index ' and-other commercially prepared. materials which 
" supplement the "comprehensive index"^. " The comprehensiveness of;^the index 
refers to a complete bibliographic listing of all federal documents, and 
not to 'the depth of indexing and abstracting. Basic bibliographic; -dg-ta 
for -each: entry should satisfy the_minimum legal requirement . 

Paragraph 3 . A "selective" depository may be either^ a "congressional" 
or a "law" designation. This paragraph refers to section 1909 which applies 
only to "congressional" .designations. 

Paragraph 4 . This paragraph also arises from section 1909 vdiich requires 
only "congressional" designations to serve &. geographic area and "best serve 
the public need". The words "promote their use by the general public" should 
be deleted. This is not specifically stated in the Aot, but may be included 
• in t he 'guidelines as something desireable. 

Paragraph 9 . This paragraph arises from section 19II and its statement 
"for the free use of the general public". As noted ab»ve, highest State . 

- appellate court libraries are specifically exempt from section 1911» and 
. <- by inference another major group of > "law" designations -are also exempt? 

i.e. federal libraries. The first use of. the word "depository" needs an 
explanation. The intent of the proposal should be that those parts of the 
■ ' libraiy which house depository publications will be open, or a service point 
will be open in the library \/c\^te they m^.be obtained. I don't interpret • 
• the A'5t as requiring a library with depository status to open all its 
- - holdings and services to the general public." Many private colleges (and 

O some public colleges aa well) limit access the public for reasons of 
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security, or to restrict use to persons who are authoilzed users of the 
Ubrf.r/ in general (i.e. students, staff, and faculty^. If entrance to 
the library is physically restricted, a depository lil-raiy should he^re- 
quired to post & notice that the general public may use its, collection 
of depository publications and state the conditions-. under vAiich the pub- 
lic may enter the building and use that specific collection. 

Paragraph 10 . I agree that all depositories shoaJ.d respond to the 
Biennial Survey. However, section 1909 which contains this requirement 
leaves a reasonable doubt if «it applies to "law" designi^tions. 

Proposed Guidelines ^ , 

Paragraph 1-1 . I have no objection with the statement "to make U.S. 
government publications easily accessible to users". However, I suspect 
thjB compilers intended that this paragraph would parallel the statement 
in the Proposed Objective ~ -J'for use by the general publi.c". See the 
comments above on Proposed Objajctive. 

Paragraph 2-1 . The statement "new federal publications" is suffici- 
ently broad. However, as noted above, sections I9OI and IS 02 limit the 
types of federal publications which may be distributed to depositories. 

Paragraph 2-4 . The terra "reference value", should be deleted and 
substituted bv specific terms mentioned in sections I9OI or 1^02$ i.e. 
"informational matter"; have "public interest or educational value- ; or 
"for -Dublic information". The term nreferen(3e" is also too .ce&trictive. 
Librarians often associate the term with materials -found in a reference 
room. 

^'.--:Eaiagraph..-2rl3. I agree philosophically with the statement,- but I- 

qtiestion- whether it^'^Beiongs. There is no statutory authonty^r this. 

The earlier collection maintained by the GPO Library wa? based on a 
■broad interpretation of th^"^law~:^t~±t„„was ..needed for cataloging purposes. 

We >are grateful the law was stretched in order to preserve jthis collection. 

Sihce this represents such a major change I suggest it remaan^r^ m tne 

section on proposed ch^ges. 

Para graph 2-15 . Substitute "request Congress for additional^ funds" 
or "allocate additional funds" for the statement "Provide additional funds" 
The paragraph asks the Superintendent of Documents to provide addJ.tional 
funds to himself, whereas he has to get them from Congress. 

Paragraph 2-l6 . I agree with the policy of providing advance notifi- 
cation of inspections^Thi^^aragraph, unlike 2-13, sticks to the wording 
of the Act, namely that inspections should be conducted only to "in/estigat 
conditions fiirr which need is indicated"!.' Actually, we prefer to interpret 
section 1909 broadly as -authorizing the Superintendent of Documents to 
conduct inspections of all designated depositories on a regular cycle, 
irrespective of a report of unsatisfactory conditions. This aspect of 
the Act needs clarification as well as the fact his authority for inspec- 
tion and the Slennikl Survey is contained in section I909. which apparently 
applies only to "icongressional" desi^ations. 1 • 

• ,(« 
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P araCT^ph 3-1 > This statement is not clear. It appears to imply that 
*^'b^g^aay be only two depositories in a Congressional district, whereas in 
fac^^here may be more -Chan two Representative designations alone (as a 
resuit of redistricting) plus any possible number of Senatorial and "law" 
designations in' the same district. For example, North Dakota is a single 
district state which has 10 depositories. The st&tement - "two at large 
designated hy Senators" - should be amended to add "within the State", 

» Paragraph 5-2 , This is not true. It gives^ a totally false inter- 
pretation of section 1911* See my discussion for paragraph 9^ Minimum 
Standards above. Depository publications only must be "made available for 
the free use .of the general public" - and not the entire' library. There 
is. also the question whether section 1911 applies to "law" designations. 

Paragraph 5-4 > The requriement for 10, OCX) books is mentioned 'in section 
1909 which apparently japplies only to "congressional" designations. 
Clarification of 'the Act is needed. Do some of the authorized "law"^ 
designations really iieed 25,000 titles, olr eveii 10,000 books? 

Paragraph 5-7 > Who should make known the vacancy, and when? At present 
the ,7CP Committee Print -makes this known annually. The guidelines should 
probably require the GPO to supply notification as soon as possible of any 
new vacancy when they, ocojir-. This paragraph should also require notification 
of the appropriate regional library. The guidelines in paragraphs 3-7 » 
3*8, and 3-9 should clearly Indicate they apply only to ^'congressional" 
designations, 4 

Paragraph 4'*1 > The requirement for a "basic reference' collection" 
should apply only to "congressional" designations, and possibly to two 
sub-groups of "law" designations (state libraries and land grant colleges). 

Paragraph 4-2 , This requirement shotdxl be limited, to " oongres sio na i ^^^ 
designations, and possibly to state libraries and land grant colleges. 
The same coinnent applies to paragraphs 4-5 and 4-6, 

Paragraph 5-2 , The Superintendent of Documents has publicly stated 
he would accept an option of stamping either date of receipt or date of 
shippixig list. However, he has yet to announce this change in an official 
medium; The Editor, Pgblic Documents Higfali^ts has indicated he would 
publish this policy in the next is3ue. . , 

^^ ^j^ragraph 5-4 > Substitute the term "holdings records" or "record of 
holdings^Mtor "shelf list". The term "shelf list" implies that records 
-.«..-__^st be filed in shelf list order, or SuDocs class number order. Other 
filing arrangements for holding records are possible and satisfactory, 
such as an alphabetical filing arrangement. 

Paragraph 5-7 > This is impractical for many librari*el^4^Mch**lntegrat_ 
all or some of theit depository publications. It show^asepa^tre'-n^ollec^^ 
bias,' where the 10 day requirement may indeed be genertust^^^'^Bca^rarT"!^ 
integrated materials it would require libraries to provide an unx^ra; 
priority by cataloging and serials departments to process depositoiry 
materisdii ahe^ of iregular library materials. A* separate collection is 

1^-6 
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provided with a ready made classifcatlon ( and filing) number. An in- 
tegrated collection requires a classification number from the Library of 
Congress (which catalogs a low percentage of government publications, 
dnd slowly at that) and/or original cataloging ty the individual library. 

• • 
Paragraph 8^8 . I donH think a library diould be required to provide 
reader/ printers just for depository materials. Most libraries require 
readers for regular library materials, and should be expected to provide 
these as a minimum for depository mic3X>forr^s» 

. Paragraph 8^9 % \ don't agree » The government should not dictate 
to S library how it will organize its microform collection for service. 
The^e guidelines (or the Instructions to . Depository Libraries) have not 
dictated a separate collection. for hard copy materials; so \^ must they 
dictate a Separate collection for depository nacrjoforms^ 

X 

Paragraph 9-1 . Same oommxi as paragraph 3-2. 

Paragraph 11-2 . Add the underlined word; "Selective^epositories 
will cooperate in building up the retrospective collections of^the- regional ^ 
depositories". If you mean non-depository publications, these guidelines 
are not a proper place for the government to state such a requirement. I 
assume you mean to help fill in gaps for the periocT before the regional :t 
became a depository, and/or before it became a regional or an "all" 
depository, or to substitute for ^missing or damaged publications.^ - - 

Paragraph 11-8 . I don't agree. The policy df a library for pro* 
viding photocopies of depository publications should (at most) he no less 
liberal than that provided for regular library materisils. Either delete 
this paragraph, amend as indicated, or recommend that the federal government 
provide reimbursement for photocopies provided. 

Paragraph 12-lc .^ Substitute the word "libraries" for "people". 
A regional may serve people (directly) within its Representative District , but 
its 3. regional function is to serve libraries. These selective depositories 
serve people; thus tie regional • indirectly serves people dutside its 
district • . _ ; 

Paragraph 12->3 » See comment for paragraph 4-1 • 

' Proposed Changes ^ ' " 

paragraph lc » - -The^aw regarding the inspection authority of the 
Superintendent of Documents ^ould be 'clarified. At present, the authorHqr 
is contained in section I909 which pertains to "congressional" designations.^ 
This leads to doubt if the authority applies also to "I4w" designations. 
Also, the Act implies that inspections should be made only for cause: i.e. 
in case of unsatisfactory conditions when "need is indicated". /I agree that 4 
libraries should bej inspected on a regular two year cycle* 
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Pfja^ph 2. This pertains primarily to chapter 17, Title 44. U.S.Code 
and not bo chapter 19. I think the law should be completely overhauled 
to reflect t he realities of the current' situation. Section 1710 (from 
the General Printing Act ai 1895) still requires a '♦comprehensive index" • 
flxT^A^uT °^ each re|j^ar session of Congress. Duiir^ its long history ' 
\,5)a-^4tii Congress) the Document Catalog was in- compliance for only 
gress (the 54th). ck^e combined catalog was published fo.r the other Con- 
gresses, instead of ohe per regular 'session. The Documen t Index was 
discontinued following the 72d Congress, s The Monthly Gaiil^I^v serves 
"^^"•P^hensive index" in accordance with a JCP Ri^STStion of March 
n V. ^°^^®^» Resolution ^is deficient since it states that the 

annual index of the Monthly Catalog" will provide a satisfactory substi- 
tution. The December index- is not worth much without the listings in the " 
January-December catalogs. The Resolution is not clear on this point. 
AS 10C the ideal of a "comprehensive i^dex" of U.S. publications this 
may have been pdssible or even feasible in 1895^. - At that time Congress 
was the main branch of government, the executive department .was small 
and somewhat concentrated in Washington, and a centra^p^ting plant 
for all publications was possible. However, the executive department 
IS now the predominant branch of the federal government, and literally 
dwarfs the publications activities of the congressioaal branch. In ad- 
_^iti£n tqj^the GPO central printing plant, over 300 field printing plants 
have. been authorized throughout the world, plus. technology has expanded • 
the development of reproduction equipment available to any government 
ottice. ^ single "comprehensive index" is no longer practical, feasible.* 
or even deaireable. " . « » » 




paragraph- ^. It is now possible for a new designation to be made 
vathout the knowledge of the state library as well as the regional library, 
me Act stateis that either "every existing depository .library within the 
cpngressional district ... or the head of the libraiy authority of th^ * 
State" may certify the heed for the new depository. The underlined word 
or* should be changed to "and", plus the regional library should be in- 
cluded so that all three groups are notified. 

Paragraph ^b., The requirement for 10,000 books comes ftom section 
1909 which pertains to "congressional" designations. I think that a 
requirement of 25,000 titles for them is proper, but may not be for some 
categories of_^^'law" designations. 



sna. 



— ■^====r^fea_ ...t;-^ should apply only^o "congressional" 

^s^^^f^^lTj^J'Jasi^:^^ and land-grapt colleges. 

As f52r-the-imedue:^u^ on the smair^iBs^^ this is the type-of 
-congressional" delig5Sabn-wh±ch--n^ds-aSdi^^- financial support, in 



^,!'^?*^*^^-^^4^SMS?-°^ the Deposit^^TL^iy Act for that 
^^V03xio^^-&By-^§m^^io..mak^ documents equally , available 
to all citxzens throughout the country* "T — ^'^"-^ 
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APPENDIX E ^ \ 

RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 
ON THE PROPOSED STANDABDS AND GUIDELINES 

Presented Dan'MacGilvray, Editor, Public Doduments Highlights 
at Spring Meeting, Depository Library Council to the Public Printer 
held in Columbus, Ohio, Api'il 22-23, 1976 * 

Copies of the~ "Proposed Standards & Guidelines" went out to depository 
libraries during January I976* vfith a request fop their comments and 
criticisms. The .first •'batch of replies is being turned over to the 
Adyisory Council at their April meeting in Ohio by the editor of "Public 
Documents Highlights. 

the comments Mve^ been»6rganized in the followffig way. The original 
versions have been grouped and copied. The copies have been broken down 
into specific points of the "Guidelines"' addressed. A system of labeled ' 
manilla envelopes then groups the comments. This will assist the Commit'- 
tee on Standards by facilitating their examination of comments on any 
single pcint, and thereby aid the revision process. » 

• ' ' 

^0 date, twenty-eight responses have been received. They range from 
■comnient^ on only one point to an eight-page in-depth analysis of the legal 
basis of depository requirements. Of some one hundred and sixty-two 
possible points-^ which should be considered, seventy- four have been com- 
mented upon. 

The greatest number ^f>eomments has focused on three points: \ (l) 
• thp suggestion that at least t^entjr-^ve percent of the available 'items 
on the Classified List be selected a^^a^necessary minimum for depository 
status; (.-S^-^hat all depositories provide a" reasonable number of photo- ' ^ 
copies on reque§tt-4a) that depositories receive the twenty-one titles on 
the recommended list . 



_ A general consensus of all commentators is that th\drafting of the 
Guidelines" marks a significant step in the documents field. The oppor 
tunity for participation by depository librarians is much appreciated. 
They feel they have a genuine role to jlay in the shaping of "Standards 
& Guidelines' which will afffect them in future years. .' 

rt is the present intention of GPO not to re-draft its official 
requirements for depository libraries until the Advisory Council has 
prepared and submitted the final version of the "Gu34elines" t6 the 
Public Printer. * , ^ 
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RESPQ:13B to the PTJOUEST for COI^MEITS m the' PROPOSED STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES ' 

TABULATION OF. POINTS' APORESSED -'^^ - 



5 • CTcneral Response 
\ The Objective 

JL .Mlhinuja Standards {(general response) 

:i . . * .„ - ■ ^ 



1 

ERiC- 




Proposed 'Guidelines (general response) 



1- 1 
2. 

2- 1 
2-3 
2-A 
2-5 
2-6 
2-7 
2-8 
2-9 
2-10 



67 



E-2 



3^-4 

3-7 
3-8 

3- 9 
A. 

4- 1 
4-2 
4-3 
4-4 
4-5 
4-6 
5. 
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2-11 






2-12 
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2 


2-13 . 


• 
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2-14 
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2-15 


2 






1. 


2-16 


1 










2-17 






2-18 






2-19- 


1 










2-20 T 












2-21 
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1 


3-2 


3 



5-1, 
5-2 \ 
5-3- 
5-A 

5-5 ' 



>^6 * 



5^6 

•5; 

5- 8 
6. ^ 

6- 1 

6n4 

6-5 

6- 6 
7. 

7- 1 
J-2 

7- 

7-2-c 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
7-2-4 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
7-2-d 
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7^-6 ; 

7- 7 
8. 

8- 1 

. 8-2 
8-3 
8-A . 
8-5 
8-6 . 
8-7 
8-8 

8- 9' ' 
9. 

9- 1 • 
9-2 . 

9-2^b 
9-2-c 
9-2-ti 
9-2-e 
9-2-f 
9-2-p 
9-3 



10. 



Jiv 10-1 
_ 10-2 
10-3 



10*4' 

11. 

If 

11-1 

.11-/ 

lV-3 

llrA' 
11-5 
11-6 
11-7 

11- 8 

12." 

12- 1... 
12-1-a 
12-1-b 
12-1-c 
12-1-d 
15-1-e 
12-2 
12.2-a 
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